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NEW LITERATURE FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


By ERWIN S. SPEES 


Ir all began in December of 1941. The Parish and Church School Board 
of the United Lutheran Church had made plans to revise The Christian Life 
Course, graded lesson material used in its Sunday church school. At the 
suggestion of the Board of Parish Education of the American Lutheran 
Church several meetings were held with representatives of similar boards 
of our Church and of the Augustana Synod exploring the possibilities of the 
preparation of a series of graded lesson material that could be used in the 


schools of all three church bodies. 
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Careful plans were made for the 
new course. These were officially 
presented to the three bodies in con- 
vention assembled. The “green light” 
was given the boards of parish edu- 
cation. A name for the new course 
was chosen—Christian Growth 
Series. A joint editorial committee 
was appointed—the Rev. C. E. 


Linder of the American ae 


Church, the Rev. J. Vincent Nord- 
gren of the Augustana Synod, and 
the Rev. Theodore K. Finck (who is 
chairman of the committee) of the 
United Lutheran Church. Writers 
who had practical experience in the 
field* of Christian education were 
chosen to prepare the courses. 

And now the printing presses in 
three cities are at work producing 
the product of months of planning 
and preparation. 


ARRANGEMENT OF MATERIAL 


Long and serious thought was 
given to the content and make-up of 
the new course. 

From the standpoint of the pupil 
two things were kept in mind. First, 
pupils in the public schools are ac- 
customed to use textbooks and read- 
ing matter that are fine products of 
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Printing presses in Rock Island, IIL; 
Columbus, Ohio; and Philadelphia, Pa., 
are at work on an important project. 
Typesetters have set up one page of 
printed matter that will be like this. 
And herein is the result of a co-opera- 
tive enterprise that should be welcomed 
by all members of our Church. 


the printer’s art. Therefore, the 
pupil’s books of the Christian Growth 
Series will have striking illustrations, 
readable type, and attractive format 
generally. The originals of the four- 
color art reproductions to appear on 
the primary leaflets are being painted 
by some of America’s foremost art- 
ists in the field of religious educa- 
tion. Secondly, in order further to 
stimulate pupil interest the subject 
matter has been changed from quar- 
ter to quarter. The new Series is or- 
ganized on a quarterly rather than a 
yearly basis, and this should remove 
the problem of monotony in the total 
year’s work. 

The Bible occupies a central place 
in the production of the Christian 
Growth Series. This ground and bul- 
wark of faith is studied again and 
again, always with a different ap- 
proach, but bringing into focus the 
same eternal truth. 

Another primary stress of the 
Series is the Catechism. This heri- 
tage of Lutheranism is brought to the 
fore with the double aim of crystal- 
lizing the faith of the pupil and of 
preparing him for the pastor’s cate- 
chetical class. 

Teachers will rejoice in the prac- 
tical teachers’ guides accompanying 
the lesson books of the new course. 


Some of the features provided to’ 


supplement the teacher’s own best 
effort are as follows: guidance in 
planning and conducting worth- 
while sessions; Biblical sidelights 
and information, illustrative mate- 
(Continued on page 10) 


E. Clarence Miller, LL.D. 


Great Leader Stricken 


Born March 22, 1867—Died March 3, 1944. : 
Thirty years trustee of Old St. John’s Church, 
Philadelphia. 

A Founder, Church Councilman and Sunday 
School Superintendent of Sa John’s Church, 
Melrose Park, Philadelphia, P. 

Director of the Philadeiphia Lutheran The- 
ological Seminary, 1903-1944. 

BR err of Philadelphia Seminary Board, 

0-1944, 

Treasurer of the United Lutheran Church in 
America, 1918-1944, 

Delegate to Lutheran World Conventions: 
Eisenach, Germany, in 1923, and Copenhagen, 
Denmark, in 1929. 


Earty Friday morning, March 3, 
death came to E. Clarence Miller, 
LL.D., at his home in Melrose Park, 
a suburb of Philadelphia, Pa. Had 
he lived until the twenty-second of 
this month, his seventy-seventh 
birthday would have been observed. 
He had been ill with a severe attack 
of pneumonia, but medicine and 
care had defeated the disease. He 
had progressed in convalesence un- 
til he could return to his home from 
the hospital; reports released to 
anxious inquirers stated that he was 
in process of recovery, but that a 
considerable period of time would 
elapse before his strength would 
justify return to his duties. 

His death was due to a heart at- 
tack which was altogether unex- 
pected. Thus the shock was the more 
severe in his family; in the congre- 
gation of which he was a council- 
man; in the Philadelphia Theological 
Seminary, of whose Board of Di- 
rectors he was president since 1920; 
in the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, 
in whose affairs he has wielded a 
constant advisory and repeatedly a 
directive influence; and in business 
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PROMPTINGS OF MAN'S SPIRIT 


THE proverb is as true as it is familiar, “In the midst of life we are 
in death.” Also the reverse of the wording has verity in its significance— 
“Tn the midst of death we are in life.” Christians on the authority of their 
Saviour’s revelation look across the grave into future life, and pagans by 
symbols publish the declarations of an.inner voice, that distinguishes the 
soul that lives from the body that returns to the dust whence it sprang. 

Resort to the use of symbols and rituals by which to give an expres- 
sion of the soul’s continuance after death is neither a derivative from 
dreams nor an effort to lessen the pain of final separation from loved ones. 
The theory, propounded some decades ago, that the basis of religion lies 
in dreams, ghost fear, and traditions accepted by one generation from 
another, was eagerly accepted by many scientists, but no facts were 
thereby explained. Nor does one deny the realities of future life because 
there are numerous forms of superstition which represent the attempts 
of mortals to adjust themselves to a world that is spiritual and not mate- 
rial. Bergson and doubtless other philosophers of repute disposed of such 
propositions by noting the limitations of the death power. It preys upon 
the flesh but it can only dispossess the soul of its habitation. And the soul, 
though it is released by death, is God’s implanted “breath of life’ which 
the grave cannot contain nor mortality rob of its attribute of continuance. 

The cypress wreath, the epitaph, the monument in themselves are 
of the earth earthy, but the sentiment they carry is a testimony to the 
personality of a loved one, a friend, a benefactor, to whose body we give 
burial but for whose life we expect continuance into eternity. Back of 
each is the acme of human expectation. 


THE CHURCH 


INTHE NEWS ......-- & G. Elson Ruff 


Social security for church employees 

Orr and on during the last few 
years the U. S. Congress has re- 
ceived bills regarding social security 
for unordained employees of 
churches and other non-profit or- 
ganizations. Most recent is that in- 
troduced by Con- 
gressman Walter 
A. Lynch of New 
7 York. 

‘2 The Lynch Bill 

==would amend the 
iS ocial Security 
Act to extend old 
age and unem- 
ployment insurance to lay employees 
of churches by creating a separate 
insurance trust fund. The govern- 
ment would not levy social security 
taxes on churches, but would receive 
from the churches “premiums” 
which would go directly into the spe- 
cial fund without passing through 
the general funds of the United 
States Treasury. 

The premium rates would be one- 
half per cent lower than those pro- 
vided for other workers under the 
Social Security Act, although bene- 
fit payments would be the same. This 
is because non-profit agencies have 
no means of passing on the cost of 


the insurance to their beneficiaries, 
Congressman Lynch explains. He. 


believes the lower rate is “sound in 
the light of experience. 

The National Catholic Welfare 
Conference is reported to favor the 
bill. Other national religious organ- 
izations are giving it consideration. 


Methodist hospitals solvent 

At. of the $300,000 debt owed by 
the Board of Hospitals and Homes of 
the Methodist Church has now been 
paid, it was reported at the annual 
meeting of this organization. In 78 
Methodist hospitals 518,000 patients 
were cared for last year, and 5,671 
nurses are now in training. Free 
service provided in hospitals, or- 
phanages, and homes for the aged 
amounted to more than $5,000,000 in 
1943. 

The church-owned hospital must 
heal souls as well as bodies, if it is 
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to justify the use of church funds, 
Dr. Roy L. Smith told the hospital 
board. Its task is to provide the spir- 
itual ministry which is lacking in 
tax-maintained institutions. 


Impartiality 

CoLuMBIA UNIVERSITY gave some 
honorary degrees to clergymen a 
few weeks ago. The S.T.D. degree 
was awarded to the following: 
George A. Buttrick, New York Pres- 
byterian pastor and former president 
of the Federal Council; the Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. John A. Ryan, director of the 
social action department of the Na- 
tional Catholic Welfare Conference; 
Dr. Louis Finkelstein, president of 
the Jewish Theological Seminary, 
New York. 


Conventions ahead 

Soon after Easter the open session 
for church conventions will! arrive. 
Denominations which refrained from 
their usual gatherings in 1943 are 
planning to meet this year. Almost 
every large Protestant denomination 
is scheduled for a convention some 
time in 1944, including all Lutheran 


_ general bodies in the United States. 


Methodists will come first. Their 
quadrennial General Conference is 
scheduled to open in Kansas City 
April 26. 


Tolerance for what? 

THE worthy campaign to establish 
good will between religious groups 
may have a dangerous aspect, points 
out the Watchman-Examiner, Bap- 
tist periodical, This is especially true 
in regard to relations of Christians 
and Jews. 

“Are we willing to concede,” asks 
the Watchman-Examiner, “that the 
God of the Protestant Christian, who 
has been supremely revealed to men 
in the person of Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, is the same God who is 


worshiped today in the synagogue? 


“In the event that proponents of 
. . interfaith co-operation succeed 
measurably. in their efforts, one of 
the inevitable results of such success 
will be the ‘watering-down’ of the es- 
sential doctrines of Christianity. .. . 


“To ask a Jew and a Christian to — 


co-operate on the grounds of national 
defense, secular education, 


to ask that which is possible and 


which should be agreeable to every — 


Christian, but to ask co-operation in 


the name of religion is to ask some- ~ 
thing which is fundamentally impos- | 


sible.” 


Bishop will not head state 

Tue Lutheran bishop of Esthonia, 
Johann Koepp, has refused an offer 
of the German occupation authorities 
to act as head of Esthonia’s so-called 
self-government. This report, from 
Finnish sources, was received via 
Stockholm by Religious News Serv- 
ice. 


The churchman is reported to have © 


answered German overtures by stat- 
ing that he would not “condescend 
to serve a foreign interest.” 


The bishop smiled 


BisHop Frank E. Witson, of the — 


Protestant Episcopal diocese of Eau 
Claire, Wis., died a month ago. In 
writing the obituary, the Living 
Church published a_ biographical 
footnote which the bishop himself 
prepared twenty years ago. Tacked 
on to the usual facts about his life, 
the bishop wrote: | 

“Tf you like you might add that I 
eat well, sleep well, and make too 
many speeches—also that a dog bit 
me at Evergreen this summer for 
getting on someone else’s property. 
Also I caught a 12-pound ‘muskie’ 
this summer and publicly expressed 
my opinion of Governor Blaine for 
being such a fool over Defense Day.. 

“T expect to vote for Coolidge and 
for the democratic candidate for gov- 
ernor of Wisconsin. I am neither 
web-footed nor double-jointed and I 
have never knowingly committed 
arson, murder, or bigamy. I read the 
Chicago Tribune under protest and 
I enjoy the movies. I have used a 
Gillette safety razor for twenty years 
(same one) and I am sick of having 
the Episcopal Church saved from 
corruption every three months by 
the Churchman.” 


F The Lutheran 


com- | 
munity welfare and advancement, is — 
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AN TME WORTD'S EYE 


Possibly red tape has its uses, 
though it seems greatly overdone; 
but tying up waste fat with it can 
hardly be called a success. When an 
Allied troopship came into port re- 
cently, it had 1,200 pounds of waste 
fat, neatly packed in metal contain- 
ers, to sell to arsenals in need of the 
material in the making of ammuni- 
tion, and also as a contribution to the 
salvage campaign. However, the 
port’s customs officials said the ship’s 
company must make a customs dec- 
laration and pay duty on the fat. 
Then the fat was offered as a dona- 
tion; but the customs officials replied 
that proper forms must first be filled 
out, and the fat subjected to a chem- 
ical test by a reputable laboratory. 
An appeal to the WPB brought the 
suggestion. from that authority that 
the fat might be unloaded while the 
red tape was being leisurely untied. 
By the time the containers of fat 
were stacked on the pier, the cus- 
toms officials returned to order it re- 
loaded on the ship until the proper 
forms were assembled and filled out. 
The ship’s company, after reloading 
the tins, decided to take them out to 
sea and dump them. 


The Soviet’s outburst of calculated 
ill-temper and diplomatic censure di- 
rected against the Vatican does not 
stand unsupported in other areas of 
world opinion. The charge that the 
Vatican has “earned the hatred and 
contempt of the Italian people for 
supporting Fascism,” is sustained by 
the judgment of the Foreign Policy 
Association’s survey of the Vatican’s 
foreign policy. This expert survey 
says: “Critics both friendly and hos- 
tile have forecast a period of unprec- 
edented anti-clericalism in Italy, 
believing that the long association of 
the Vatican with Fascism will reap 
its harvest of hatred and even of per- 
secution.” Mexico also is headed to- 
ward a renewal of strife with the 
Church, and this attitude is rein- 
forced by Mexican anxiety over “the 
concerted effort in all Latin America 
of the Roman Catholic Church to 
gain control of affairs.” This has 
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been exemplified by Argentina’s re- 
cent Catholicizing program, as well 
as by overt actions in Peru, where 
Protestant meetings have been 
broken up by members of the Eucha- 
ristic League under the sympathy, 
support and direction of the Church. 


A Voice from Argentina, that of 
the government’s director-general of 
education for the province of Tucu- 
man, has aimed a diverting call to 
repentance to Protestant North 
America. This self-appointed mon- 
itor warns us that “America, there- 
fore, must realize its destiny first of 
all within Roman Catholicism, with 
which Spain baptized her and civ- 
ilized her. Whatever is outside of 
Catholicism, is not American.” The 
appeal to Spain and her contribution 
is unfortunate for the argument. 
Considering what Spain has wrought 
within her own borders during the 
last few centuries; what she inflicted 
of oppression and illiteracy upon the 
people of Latin America; what a 
pitiable contribution she made to 
North America in the days of her 
cruel but feeble occupancy—there is 
no reason why anyone should desire 
the kind of culture and rule Spain 
has always provided. The best an- 
swer to this impertinent voice from 
Argentina comes from Argentina’s 
great independent newspaper, La 
Prenza, which protests: “Everything 
that inspires love for freedom, right 
and justice is American, and will 
spurn all separatisms based on dif- 
ferences of ideas and creeds. It is 
regrettable that such aggressively re- 
actionary aberrations should find an 
echo in government circles.” 


The Liquor industry is scared by 
the “growth in dry sentiment.” As 
K. S. Baxter, an active official in the 
liquor trade, puts it, “Dryland is 
growing, and it has been adopted by 
7,000,000 people since repeal. It is 
our job to see that Dryland shrinks.” 
Mr. Baxter places the blame on the 
W. C. T. U. and kindred groups, 
whose efforts are “as relentless as 


ever.” Mr. Baxter suggests “a pro- 


Ry Gulius F Seebach 


gram of publicity, advertising and 
general good will work.” It could be 
retorted that the advertising has al- 
ready been grossly overdone. The 
specious claims of social benefits in 
newspaper ads; the doubtful taste of 
many magazine spreads; the weari- 
some pressure of radio recommenda- 
tions—all have a great deal to do 
with the public’s adverse reaction. 
Mr. Baxter attempts to tone down 
another reason by speaking of “the 
small fringe of illicit operations that 
cause the trade more trouble than 
the prohibitionists.” However, he 
also recognizes that “the public at- 
titude ranges from the unfavorable 
to the skeptical in regard to our 
operations.” And why not? Special 
restrictions are needed for its traffic; 
its products are the chief cause of 
law violations; its effects on the pub- 
lic are good for neither health nor 
happiness. 


Our Flyers are being equipped 
with “synthetic eyes.” They are pro- 
duced in a variety of forms—gog- 
gles, spectacles, telescopes, etc.—of a 
plastic which sorts the rays of light. 
Its special office is to penetrate cam- 
ouflage. The goggles have a partic- 
ular value in the room in which the 
photographic films taken by observa- 
tion planes are subject to intensive 
scrutiny. A view examined by or- 
dinary means will look hazy and in- 
definite. Studied through the plastic 
lenses the film becomes clear and 
takes on depth. Camouflage is in- 
stantly detected, and the enemy’s 
military dispositions are clearly re- 
vealed. Flyers, using similar lenses, 
will not be misled by apparent woods 
and streams. The real objectives will 
be plainly visible under the disguise. 
Another form of plastic lens will en- 
able a flyer to spot an enemy plane 
which is hiding in the brilliance of 
the sun. These lenses are adjusted 
by means of a dial to shut out as 
much light as is necessary to enable 
the flyer to see his enemy. How nice 
it would be if some plastic contriv- 
ance could be perfected by which 
we could penetrate camouflage. 


Tributes to Dr. Miller 


FIRST AMONG LAYMEN 


“Nospopy could know E. 
Clarence Miller without recog- 
nizing him to be a strong Chris- 
tian, with all the excellences 
which belong to the word 
strong and all the excellences 
which belong to the word 
Christian. An intimate associa- 
tion with him as a fellow ser- 
vant of the Church for twenty- 
five years led me to see in him 
the finest Lutheran layman in 
America and an example of the 
noble possibilities of Christian 
laymen in the Church’s serv- 
ice.” 

F, H. KNUBEL, President, 

United Lutheran Church. 


LOVE FOR CHURCH SUPREME 


No one who ever met Dr. E. 
Clarence Miller was likely to 
forget him. Not only was he 
distinguished in physical ap- 
pearance, but the force of his 
personality made a permanent 
‘impression upon all who knew 
him. Uprightness as a physical 
characteristic was a fit visible 
expression of his inner life. His 
unaffected dignity did not in- 
vite ready intimacy, but it was 
so sincere and refined that it 
radiated kindness and com- 
manded confidence. His life was 
ordered by convictions rather 
than by opinions, and, as he was 


strong in the positions which he Y 


assumed, so he was stalwart in 
the support which he gave to 
his commitments. 

As a counselor he was rea- 
sonable and conciliatory in 
mere opinions, but in convic- 
tions he was scrupulously con- 
scientious and loyal. In public 
and in private he was a man of 
clean speech. He kept his poise 
in debate, and did not indulge 
either in sarcasm or in vitupera- 
tion, 

Love for his Church was su- 
preme in the life of Dr. Miller, 
so related to love for family 
and faithfulness to business 
that in all three relationships he 
was an example to be emulated. 
His interest in his Church was 
inclusive. There is scarcely a 


Impressive Funeral Rites 


—————— 


Family, Friends, and Associates of E. Clarence Miller Gather to 


Honor His Useful Life 


A LARGE company of fellow believers, neighbors, and business associates _ 
gathered in St. John’s Church, Melrose Park, Philadelphia, on March 6, to” 
show their esteem for the useful life of E. Clarence Miller and to declare 
their confidence in God’s sift of a blessed immortality to all who die believ-— 
ing in Jesus Christ as man’s Redeemer and Saviour. Prior to the beginning’) 
of the formal service, the body in its opened casket was in the church, andi | 


hundreds passed by to lodge in mem- 
ory a final and enduring impression 
of a familiar face. 

St. John’s Church is not a large 
edifice, but it is singularly well-pro- 
portioned, congruous in the details 
of its architecture, and unmistakably 
a house of worship. The sanctuary 
is beautifully appointed, the altar 
and reredos symbolizing to the wor- 
shipers the grace of God which the 
Lord Jesus provided by His sacrifice 
on the cross. 

On this occasion a large number of 
floral tributes were placed at the en- 
trance to the chancel. There is that 
in the rich colors of blooming flowers 
that seems to submerge the gloom of 
death. Perhaps unconsciously, yet 
not less truly, the esteem fram many 
companions becomes a kind of halo 
that penetrates the darkness of grief 
and directs the mourner to contem- 
plate the life that does not perish 
and the surroundings that do not 
wither. 

When the hour to begin the serv- 
ice arrived, a long procession of 
ecclesiastical and business associates 
entered and took seats reserved for 
them just outside the chancel in the 
nave of the church. They repre- 
sented the congregation, the Execu- 
tive Board of the U. L. C. A., the fac- 
ulties of the Philadelphia Seminary 
and Muhlenberg College, with the 
boards of directors of these institu- 
tions, and close business associates. 
The choir of St. John’s Church was 


distinct cause in the Church to which 
he was not a special sponsor in a time 
of crisis—generally without public 
record. He exercised a great power 
in the Church, but he neither sought 
power nor abused it. Not only will 
his name be remembered in the 
Church for many generations, but 
his influence will never cease. 


W. H. GREEVER, Secretary, 
United Lutheran Church. 


followed by the presidents of the two: 
faculties, Doctors Levering Tyson 
and L. D. Reed. The clergy who par- | 
ticipated then entered the chancel: 
Dr. F. H. Knubel, president of thell 
United Lutheran Church; Dr. W. H. | 
Greever, U. L. C. A. secretary; Dr. 
E. E; Fone president of the Min- | 
isterium of Pennsylvania; and the 
Rev. Kenneth P. Otten, pastor of St. 
John’s Church. Pastor Otten was the 
liturgist, Dr. Fischer read the Scrip- | 
ture lessons, and Dr. Knubel spoke 
from the pulpit, relative to “the man | 
whom God touched.” His sermon was | 
followed by a discourse by Pastor | 
Otten, who emphasized the friend- | 
ships which spring from the life of 
loving obedience to Christ. 

The contribution of a competent, - 
well-trained choir was a fitting fea-_ | 
ture of the hour. They led the con-— 
gregation in singing two hymns that 
were favorites of Dr. Miller, and sang 
two anthems. Their rendition of the 
responses prescribed by the Common 
Service for funerals of believers was 
deeply impressive. No doubt their 
experiences with the appreciation 
which made Dr. Miller a lover and 
generous patron of good sacred sing- 
ing inspired them and St. John’s or- 
ganist and Choirmaster E. T. Allen. 

President Knubel’s sermon was 
based on the conclusion of Job 19:21, 
“For the hand of God hath touched 
me.” He referred to experiences of 
Job, prosperity and honor, super- 
seded by adversity and anxiety. 
Similarity in circumstances in the 
long career of his friend, Dr. Miller, 
was mentioned. But Job’s personal 
testimony, ‘For the hand of God hath 
touched me,” soon became the basic 
sentence of the discourse. It was not 
in punishment but as opportunity, 
Dr. Knubel stated. Dr. Miller’s un- 
faltering faith, his practice of obe- 
dience, and’ his patient pursuit of 
God’s. will indicated that he could 
justly feel himself to be a God- 
touched man. 
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MORE CHAPLAINS NEEDED 


DR. ROBERT D. WORKMAN, Chief of Chaplains, Capt. Ch.C., 
U.S.N., Publishes Appeal of the Navy 


TuE responsibility of the churches 
of America to make even greater 
sacrifices to see that sufficient spir- 
itual ministry is supplied to the 
American men and women in serv- 
ice, wherever they might be, was em- 
phasized by Capt. Robert D. Work- 

_man, director of the Chaplains’ Divi- 
sion of the Navy, in addressing grad- 
uating classes of the Navy Chaplains’ 
School at Williamsburg, Va. “We 
cannot let it be said,’ he remarked, 
“that our churches have failed in 
their job of furnishing chaplains to 
meet the constantly increasing spir- 
itual needs of our fighting forces. 
This country is giving the best of 
everything to this war effort. It be- 
hooves the churches to see that the 
finest clergymen are sent to minister 
to these men of ours.” 

This statement is closely paral- 
leled by an appeal made last fall by 
Brig. Gen. William R. Arnold, Chief 
of Chaplains of the United States 
Army, who declared in a press con- 

- ference that it was far more impor- 
tant for men away from home in the 
armed services to have access to a 
spiritual adviser than for civilians to 
have a pastor when it is possible for 
civilians to make other emergency 
provisions, 

The Navy’s need for more chap- 
lains is summarized by Capt. Work- 
man in the following fashion: “Ships 
are still coming off the line in tre- 
mendous numbers, great carriers, 
cruisers, battleships, hospital ships, 
transports, tenders—each with its 
complement of men—and each Com- 
manding Officer will expect to have 
his chaplain. Recruits still pour into 
the great Naval Training Stations. 
The new landing craft program gath- 
ers momentum. New hospitals are 
being erected. Increase in Marine 
Corps and Coast Guard personnel 
continue—all demand that chaplain 
enlistment continue in an unbroken 
stream. It is up to our religious lead- 
ers to intensify their already mag- 
nificent effort, to prepare for even 
greater sacrifices of their clergy per- 
sonnel, to co-operate in extending 
the services of civilian ministers for 
the home folk. They must meet the 


challenge of providing not only ade- | 


quate, but the finest spiritual min- 
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istry for every man and woman in 
uniform.” 

The record of enlistments of Na- 
tional Lutheran Council pastors dur- 
ing the calendar year, 1943, is im- 
pressive. Ninety-seven men were ap- 
pointed to Army chaplaincies and 


101 to Navy chaplaincies during the 
year. While the Army need for chap- 
lains is far greater than that of the 
Navy, it is pointed out that the chap- 
lainey needs are not directly propor- 
tionate to the total number of men 
in the two services, due to the 
smaller size of personnel units in the 
Navy. As long as men continue to be 
inducted into the armed forces of the 
United States, it is evident that the 
need will continue for additional 
good men to the chaplaincy service. 


Chaplain Guy J. Wright and His Collection of Bibles 


Scripture Display 


A RATHER unusual midweek service 
was held in Chapel No. 92, A.R.T.C., 
January 13, 1944. Chaplain Guy J. 
Wright, formerly of Akron, Ohio, has 
collected scriptures for several years. 
It is estimated that two hundred officers 
and enlisted men examined the collec- 
tion during the afternoon and evening. 
It did attract considerable attention. 

There are English Bibles and New 
Testaments in various sizes and forms, 
as well as various versions. The baby 
was a so-called “Tom Thumb” Bible 
1x 13/9 x % inches. Among the larger 
copies was a Bible dated 1825 and 
brought to America from England in 
1830 by the Gardner family. A loose- 
leaf Bible given by a retired pastor in 
Indiana is a novelty. There are in the 
collection the scriptures as presented in 
France in 1918, to Jewish, Roman Cath- 
olic and other Christian soldiers. These, 
with a French New Testament, were 
brought from France by the owner. The 
apocrypha and apocryphal stories of 
Christ, added interest to the display. 

There are two German Bibles, Martin 
Luther translations, and a parallel col- 
umn German-English New Testament, 
also Latin, Greek, and Hebrew Bibles 
and Aramaic passages of the Old Testa- 
ment. A four-volume Hebrew Bible 
printed in Germany in 1692, is the old- 
est item in the collection. 

The most unusual feature of the col- 


lection is the scriptures, one gospel to a 
complete New Testament in thirty-two 
languages of the mission fields of Africa 
and Asia. These were sent from mis- 
sion fields. They are used copies, se- 
cured by trading new ones to the orig- 
inal native owners. Shown above the 
big Bible are two pamphlets from the 
American Bible Society showing a sam- 
ple verse in 22 and 271 languages. 

The sheet on the left front of the cut 
is a picturization of the story of the 
Prodigal Son, in Chinese. It is the prop- 
erty of Chaplain Randolph, Post Chap- 
lain at Fort Knox, and is the only item 
not owned by Chaplain Wright. 


Altar Painting Dedicated 
at Nachusa 


A LARGE audience witnessed the un- 
veiling and dedication of a beautiful 
altar painting on Ash Wednesday eve- 
ning in St. Paul’s Church, Nachusa, Ill. 
This was a gift of the William Schneider 
family in loving memory of Mr. and 
Mrs. L. Woodard. Dwaine, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Schneider, drew the cord that 
unveiled the painting of “Christ in 
Gethsemane.” The artist, Mr. John 
Krogman of Chicago, was present at 
the service and gave an enlightening 
talk about the painting. 

The pastor, the Rev. F. R. Bacon, 
preached a Lenten sermon on the topic, 
“Peace Obtained Through Prayer.” 


Hl 


BARKLEY'S HILL 

By this time we have heard all of 
the comments and stories concerning 
the Barkley affair. Perhaps it’s be- 
cause we live on the “hill”; but we 
got a tremendous sense of exhilara- 
tion out of it all. The incident has 
all of the possibilities of a salutary 
blessing, and one doesn’t have to be 
on either side of the political fence 
to recognize that. One of our friends 
has been quite ill. In his ‘““wooziness” 
he had heard of the celebrated af- 
fair. “What’s this about the resur- 
rection of Alben. Barkley?” he 
asked, having overheard remarks 
about a- resignation. “Resurrection 
indeed,” quoted a Barkley rooter, 
“it’s the resurrection of the consti- 
tutional form of government.” Well, 
we'll see. It’s a great chance. 


LENT 

WE hope that Washington is an in- 
dex of interest in Lenten activities 
around the countryside. Epiphany 
Church in the downtown section has 
been averaging 1,200 each noon at 
the daily services. Community serv- 
ices are well attended. Local congre- 
gations and parishes report inten// 
sified programs. It is all in Eades 
to the days not long since gone when 
Lent was foreign to community pro- 
grams. It’s probably true that more 
clergymen have the opportunity to 
speak the brave words of the Gospel 
to community groups than at any 
other time in the year. It is certainly 
a time when we need our finest 
thinking, our sincerest praying, our 
most adventurous living, our clear- 
est speaking, our most Christlike be- 
ing. The churches we know about 
want to do that more resolutely than 
ever this year. 


THE HOOVERS 

THAT was a grand letter that Mrs. 
Hoover left her family. She told her 
sons what lucky boys they were, and 
that she’d been proud to be the wife 
of their father and the mother of 
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WASHINGTON 


By OSCAR F. BLAACKWELDER 
AND 
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such excellent sons. It was a heart- 
warming letter, a touching testi- 
monial of affection. Along with it 
comes another story this week of a 
time when Mr. Hoover was the Food 
Administrator during the Wilson 
days. The going was rough, and there 
was many a tangle. One day while 
Rufus Jones and a group of his fel- 
low Quakers were in the room, Mr. 
Hoover was delivering himself of his 
most eloquent heat on the troubles 
he was confronting. When the air 
was at its hottest, came the quiet 
voice of Rufus Jones to say, “When 
thee was young thee was told to be 
in silence at such a time.” After a 
moment Mr. Hoover said, “Thee is 
right, Rufus.” So they were silent, 
and then the business continued. 


INFLUENCE 

A NATIONALLY known psychiatrist 
was murdered the other day by a 
well-known lawyer. It is a sad story, 
involving the wife of the lawyer as 
the companion of the psychiatrist. It 
all happened at a downtown corner 
in the middle of the day. Said a taxi 
driver to one of your correspondents 
the other day, “If this were the case 
of two youngsters, you could try to 
understand it. I’m not educated or 
fancy, but these men were supposed 
to be. Somehow the town isn’t helped 
by things like this.” 


HOWARD E. SNYDER 

One of Washington’s faithful, zeal- 
ous pastors has gone Home. Howard 
E. Snyder, the beloved pastor of 
Atonement Lutheran Church, was a 
man of great convictions and an hon- 
est spirit. He was a chaplain, and he 
could deal with men. He was a pas- 
tor, and he could say a good word 


for Jesus. He was an earnest man, ° 


so he would stand up to speak and 
you always knew where he stood. 
We write now not to tell of his many 
accomplishments but to bespeak a 
word of appreciation for the zeal of 
this friend, for his conscientious loy- 


alty, and for his life-long desire tol 
serve his Lord and Master. He will 
truly be missed, 


DELINQUENT PARENTS 

‘ WasHincTon has had a ringside 
seat at the unseemly quarreling of a 
former movie actress and her’ di- 
vorced husband over a ten-year-old | 
daughter. The story has far too many 
sides to it to be rehearsed here. It’s. 
made reams of news copy and in- 
volved courts and judges from Cali- | 
fornia to the District. Just at present 
the average man on the street is | 
wanting. to know what’s going to — 
happen to little Joan. A priest put — 
that question up to one of the judges — 
and risked being called in for con-— 
tempt of court, the court insisting it 
wasn’t going to be told what wit- 
nesses to call or not to call. Mean- 
while, the priest wanted the little 
girl’s side of the story heard. While 
we sit back to read the latest daily 
bulletins on the story, we recall once 
again the tragedy of delinquent par- 
ents and that unmitigated blessing 
which every child ought to have—a * 
home where there is intelligent se- 
curity and Christian love. 


A 62-YEAR PASTORATE 

Dean of all clergymen in Washing- — 
ton is Dr, Walter H. Brooks, who for — 
62 of his 92 years has been pastor of 
the 19th Street Baptist Church. He 
was a slave lad; and the story of his 
struggle for an education and of the 
dedication of his life to the Christian - 
ministry is one of those interesting 
sagas of life in America. Ministers 
of the city honored him with a de- 
gree of “Doctor of Devotion” and by 
a united protest against the estab- 
lishment of a liquor license next door 
to the residence of Dr. Brooks. More 
than 100 witnesses were present at 
this latter meeting, the largest group 
ever to come in this way before the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. 


SPIRIT 

WE are indebted to our friend, 
W. D. Jamieson, editor of The Win- 
dow Seat, for this story. ... One of 
the members of a certain church 
promised his pastor a case of wine if 
he would note the gift, with thanks, 
in the Sunday Bulletin. “Gladly,” 
said the preacher. The wine came. 
The Bulletin read, “The minister ex- 
tends his thanks to Elder Brown for 
the gift of fruit, and the spirit in 
which it was given.” 


The Lutheran 


LAY PENSIONS 


Proposal to Recognize an Obligation to Provide Old-Age 
Pensions for Lay Employees of the Churches 


In our travels about the Church 

introducing the Contributory Pen- 
sion Plan for Ministers, the question 
is frequently asked of us: “When is 
the United Lutheran Church going 
to provide a pension plan for her lay 
workers as have the other com- 
-munions?” This question is the rea- 
son for this article. The Omaha Con- 
vention authorized a committee to 
prepare such a plan, patterned after 
the Federal Social Security Plan. 
This committee is awaiting the action 
of Congress relative to pensions for 
lay employers of non-profit organiza- 
tions. When the Federal Social Se- 
curity Act was aborning, the Church 
Pensions Conference asked for ex- 
emption of the ministry because all 
communions except our own had 
pension plans which provided bet- 
ter retirement security for the min- 
istry than would the Social Security 
Act. The average church could not 
afford to pay premiums to both, and 
naturally preferred the one paying 
the greatest benefits. 


Unjustly Excluded 


The petition was misunderstood 
and was construed as asking for the 
traditional exemption of the Church, 
with the result that all employees of 
non-profit organizations were ex- 
cluded. Whereupon the social serv- 
ice workers of New York petitioned 
to be included under the provisions 
of the Federal Social Security Act. 
Senator Wagner and Representative 
Dingley submitted to Congress a bill 
known as the Wagner-Dingley Bill 
(S-1161). This is a very comprehen- 
sive bill with many controversial 
points invoked in it, and therefore, 
if passed at all, it would probably be 
at some rather remote date. It is now 
shelved in committee because of the 
priority given to defense legislation. 

Since this bill was introduced, 
Representative Lynch of New York 
introduced in the first session of the 
Seventy-eighth Congress a bill, des- 
ignated as H. R. 3204, with the same 
intent. This bill was referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, and 
here it has lain dormant. However, 
quite recently considerable interest 
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Pensions and Relief 


has arisen in this bill. This interest 
comes from two sources—(1) the 
National Catholic Welfare Confer- 
ence, with headquarters in Washing- 
ton, and (2) some of the social 
agencies and representatives of reli- 
gious bodies in and around New 
York, 

The bill provides for amendments 
to the present social security code, 
according to which there would be 
established a separate department of 
the Social Security structure solely 
for the lay workers of the non-profit 
agencies, which would include re- 
ligious workers, with the following 
exception: 

“Service performed by a duly ordained 
or duly commissioned or duly licensed 
minister of any church in the regular 
exercise of his ministry and service 
performed by regular members of re- 


ligious orders in the exercise of duties 
assigned by such orders.” 


@ From the above it will be noted that 
there is no intention of including ministers 
and deaconesses in the provisions of the 
Social Security Act. 


The old age and insurance benefits 
of this bill are similar to those pro- 
vided under the existing system, but 
provision is not made for unemploy- 
ment compensation benefits which 
are financed by the additional 3 per 
cent employer’s tax. 


Costs in Percentages 
The required contributions of em- 
ployers and employees are: 


1% each for years 1945, 1946, 1947 
14%2% each for years 1948, 1949, 1950 
2% each for year 1951 and thereafter 


However, there is a provision af- 
fecting the rates of contribution 
after 1950 which reads as follows: 


“After December 31, 1950, the Board 
shall have power, with the approval of 
the trustees, to fix and establish and, 
from time to time, to change premium 
rates which shall be payable in accord- 
ance with the experience and actuarial 
requirements, but in no event shall the 
rate for any year be higher than the 
amount prescribed for that year in 
subdivisions (b) and (c) hereof. Said 
premiums shall be fixed by the Board 
at the lowest possible rate consistent 
with the maintenance of a solvent fund.” 
I might add that subdivisions (b) 
and (c) referred to fix the percent- 
ages of the required contributions 
above recited and that the Board re- 
ferred to is the Social Security 
Board. It is, of course, difficult to see 
how the promised benefits can be 
financed out of the rates of contri- 
butions fixed, especially as there is a 
further provision in the Act to the 
effect that the expenses of admin- 
istering this special department can 
be financed out of the contributions. 

The purpose of the establishment 
of a separate fund within the social 
security structure is stated to be that 
it adds recognition to the existing 
tax-exempt status of these organiza- 
tions and is an endeavor to safe- 
guard that status in the event of the 
inclusion of their lay workers under 
the amended code. 


"What Then Shall We Say to 
These Things?" 

The separation of church and state 
is a fundamental Protestant doctrine. 

Our government is becoming too 
paternalistic for a democracy. 

It is an entering wedge for the tax- 
ing of the church. 

When the government subsidizes 
the church, it may dictate to it. 

It would privilege the government 
to examine the accounts of the 
church as it does the accounts of 
business. 

It is not to the best interest of the 
church that its employees upon their 
retirement should be cared for by 
the government rather than by. the 
church. 

Their service should be recognized 
by the church rather than by the 
government. 

The church will lose prestige in 
the minds of her members if this re- 
sponsibility is shifted to the govern- 
ment. 

It may mean a decrease in benev- 
olent giving. 

The dignity of the church and her 
self-respect demands that she do her 
own pensioning. 


AMONG PRISONERS OF WAR 


Chaplains’ Attention Similar to Care and Treatment of 


Our Own Soldiers 


Since the Lutheran Commission 
for Prisoners of War has begun its 
service to war prisoners in the 
United States through the chaplains 
in the prison camps, the Lutheran 
people have become very much in- 
terested in the conditions under 
which these prisoners live and the 
way in which the Church in Amer- 
ica is able to minister to them. Many 
of these questions are answered in a 
letter written recently by Chaplain 
Luther M. Schulze at Camp Livings- 
ton, La., to Dr. H. Reed Shepfer, 
president of the Pittsburgh Synod, 
from which the following is quoted: 

“On Christmas Eve many of the 
natives saw pine trees covered with 
ice and sleet for the first time in their 
lives. It was followed by heavy rains. 
Attendances at services in camp 
were rather poor because all who 
could get away went to town. Our 
Lutheran Service Center had very 
large crowds. The prisoners of war 
could not get out, and they sang 
carols in their mess halls on Christ- 
mas Eve and almost crowded us out 
of the improvised chapel at the 
services on Christmas Day. Both the 
Roman Catholic and the Lutheran 
churches provided Christmas greet- 
ing cards for the, prisoners. Guards 
and prisoners had their own Christ- 
mas trees, extra rations, and sep- 
arate services. 


same care and treatment as our own 
soldiers. They are housed in the 
same type buildings and eat the same 
rations that our soldiers receive here 
in our base camps; they also receive 
the same dental and medical care as 
our personnel. They must perform 
the work necessary to their own 
well-being. They can perform non- 
military work outside of the stock- 
ade at the discretion of the camp 
commander; for this latter they are 
compensated in canteen coupons, use 
for which is conveniently provided. 

“Canteens are established from 
which the prisoners may purchase 
tobacco, toilet articles, and other 
necessities. Each one is permitted to 
write two letters and one post card 
per week. They are not limited on 
the number of letters and packages 
coming in. Of course, all outgoing 
and incoming mail is censored. Ath- 
letic equipment and books are pro- 
vided by the War Prisoners’ Aid of 
the Y. M. C. A. Bibles in German, 
including Gospel portions, are pro- 
vided by the American Bible Society. 
The Lutheran Commission for Pris- 
oners of War sends us daily devo- 
tional booklets in German for mass 
distribution. The prisoners can have 
newspapers and radios. 

“About 15 per cent of our prison- 
ers attend public worship services 
and have asked for personal copies 


“The Prisoners of War receive the (ot the Scriptures. About 90 per cent 


On Reading the Passion History 


By JOHN D. M. BROWN 


I sat alone within a lamp-lit room, 

And in the silence of an April night 

I read the four Evangelists who write 

The story of the Man of Sorrows, Whom 

The rulers of that world which lived in gloom 
Condemned; they knew Him not, forgetting quite 


That God is love and not a sword to smite, 

And love can triumph even in the tomb. 

O Christ, Who broke the bread and took the cup, 
And in the garden knelt in grief to pray, 

Who stood a thorn-crowned King in Pilate’s hall, 
And on the cross for love was lifted up, 

Thou art indeed the Son of God, the Way, 

The Resurrection, and the Life for all. 


Allentown, Pa. 


have professed some church connec- 
tion. Two of our prisoners were Lu- 
theran pastors in Germany before 
the war. One has been appointed the 
camp Protestant pastor and conducts. 
the services and does all of the 
preaching in German while I attend 
and try to interpret. We also have 
several who were theological stu- 
dents preparing for the Roman 
Catholic priesthood; one regularly 
assists at mass, which is conducted. 
by a neighbor Army chaplain. The 
prisoners made a very nice altar for 
their chapel and we use the field 
altar kit issued to me by the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council.” 
CHAPLAIN LutTHER M. ScHuuze. 


New Literature for the 


Sunday School 


(Continued from page 2) 


rial, helps in understanding the age: 
being taught. The new Series is. 
making use of many advances made: 
in recent years in educational theory 
and practice. New emphases in 
teaching method have been de- 
veloped; and there is today closer: 
connection than formerly between 
ideals and the practical situation in. 
which the teacher must work. 


INTRODUCING THE COURSE 

Congregations planning to intro- 
duce the new course will be inter- 
ested in the following facts. 

The material will be available for 
the primary, junior, and intermediate 
departments beginning with the Oc- 
tober-December 1944 quarter. Later, 
beginner and senior materials will be: 
added. 

In the beginning there will be 
available but one quarter for each 
age group. The material for the three 
remaining quarters will appear in 
time to be used for each quarter. 

The “group-graded” plan has been. 
used in the production of the course. 
That is, the lesson books for any 
junior year may be used for any 
junior age. This will enable the small 
school to use the material. 

‘Through informative letters, an il- 
lustrative prospectus, coaching con- 
ferences, district meetings of work- 
ers who will teach the course, and 
examination of the first texts which 
will be off the press some time in the 
spring the church will be made thor- 
oughly acquainted with the Christian 
Growth Series. 


The Lutheran 


MUSINGS 
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A MINISTER’S 


WIFE 


CURIOSITY UNSATISFIED—pastor Lathrop has Confidential Business 


“Hey, Mother! What’s dad’s car 
doing down at the town hall?” Mark 
roared, as he and Joan raced through 
the kitchen door. 

“Take it easy, Mark. I’m not deaf. 
I’m not in the front hall. And I do 
not liked to be called, ‘Hey.’ Take 
off your things and get ready for 
lunch.” 

“But daddy isn’t here yet,’ Joan 
put in. She dropped her school bag 
on the kitchen chair, caught sight of 
my expression and laughingly picked 
up her belongings again. “My! You 
do look fierce, Mother! Look out, 
Mark, she’s going to bite us.” 

She grinned so impishly that I 
couldn’t help laughing. 

“You're a good-for-nothing child. 
Remind me to give you a good spank- 
ing when I have time.” 

“Ha, ha! Listen to that, Mark, 
she’s going to spank me.” 

“You need it, all right. Mother, is 
‘she a pest at recess! ‘Mark, this,’ and 
‘Mark, that.’ She’s driving me sim- 
ple.” 

“Are we going to wait for daddy?” 
asked Joan. “I’m starved. Oh, sorry; 
I forgot you don’t want us to use 
that word. But I am hungry, awful 
hungry.” 

“Good! I like to see you hungry 
so long as I have enough to feed 
you.” I glanced at the clock. “I guess 
we can’t wait for daddy, or you chil- 
dren will be late for school.” 

“Why is he down at the town hall? 
Have they found out any more about 
who knocked Sandra down?” 

“Not that I know of. Help me put 
these things on the table, will you, 
dear?” 

“U-um. Looks good. But what is 
daddy doing at the town hall?” 

I groaned inwardly. Jerry and I 
had decided there was no use dis- 
cussing this particular situation be- 
fore the children. It could do them 
no good to know about the plight of 
children with working mothers and 
drunken fathers. We don’t want 
them to grow up with the notion that 
this world is a place of sweetness and 
light, of course. We’ve taken pains 
to show them the other side of the 
picture, sometimes, but we don’t 
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want to overdo it. This matter of 
neglected and beaten children could 
very easily be omitted from their 
education. We had been careful not 
to mention it before them. Who 
would have expected them ‘to spot 
their father’s car standing outside 
the town hall during the hearing! 

Joan’s question was direct, but I 
managed to dodge. “Let’s not bother 
about daddy. He has so many things 
to attend to we can’t expect to keep 
track of all of them, can we? Come 
along, Mark.” 

Joan dropped the subject as we 
settled ourselves at the table. Mark 
asked the blessing and launched into 
an account of the “nifty” articles and 
stories in his new magazine. Sud- 
denly the front door opened and 
closed. The head of the house had 
returned. | 

“Daddy!” shouted the children. 
“What were you doing at the town 
hall?” 

I waited to see how Jerry would 
answer that one. He didn’t. He made 
a great commotion about hanging up 
his topcoat. He put up a perfect bar- 
rage of comment on the weather. 

“Just like spring. Have to get 
ourselves a few fishing worms before 
long, eh, Mark?” 

“Can I go sometime, Daddy?” Joan 
took the bait. 

“How about it, Mark? Any girls 
going with us this year? Perhaps 
mother would like to go, too.” 

“No fishing for me, thanks; but I'll 
pack a lunch and we can make a pic- 
nic of it. How’ long will it be until 
the trout season opens?” 

“Not very long.” 

“What’s the matter with this fam- 
ily?” Mark’s tone was suspicious. 
“Is something going on you don’t 
want us to know about? Don’t you 
want to tell us what happened at the 
town hall?” 

Jerry threw back his head and 


‘laughed. 


“Should have known better than 
to try to beat around the bush with 
you, shouldn’t we, son. Can’t keep 
anything from you. You see right 
through us. You’ve hit the nail on 
the head exactly. We don’t want to 


discuss the subject. But Ill know 
better than to try to fool you after 
this.” 

Mark looked pleased by the flat- 
tery. Not so Joan. 

“Why don’t you want to talk about 
it? We didn’t tell anyone the things 
we heard when the police were here 
about Sandra before. Why can’t you 
tell us now?” 

“Because this is something entirely 
different. Then we were trying to 
catch a thief.” He ignored Mark’s 
scornful, “Trying, is right!” ‘This is 
something about a family and 
shouldn’t be discussed by people who 
are only curious.” 

Joan was still unconvinced. She 
would have pressed the point fur- 
ther, had not Mark broken in with a 
well-timed, “Come along, little sister. 
Mustn’t be late.” 

“Well,” I asked, when the children 
were safely out of ear-shot, “how did 
it go?” 

“The mother and father are both 
mad at me. They’ve almost stopped 
being peeved at each other. I’m sure 
the mother has forgotten she came to 
me in the first place. But she’ll calm 
down later and be relieved that the 
judge has turned them over to the 
church home instead of to the state 
board. She may visit them every 
week. She’ll know they are being 
well treated, and in the long run the 
whole family will be happier.” 

“Can she get them back, if con- 
ditions change?” 

“Yes. She may re-open the case 
whenever she can show that she is 
able to provide proper care for 
them.” 

“And you don’t feel at all queer 
about meddling in the lives of other 
people?” 

“You may recall that the state was 
already meddling when I was 
brought into this business! And even 
if that had not been so, I can’t feel 
guilty about taking children from a 
home where they are abused and 
putting them where they will have 
proper care!” 

“My, my! I’m sure you're right. 
I just wanted to be sure that you 
were sure!” 


And Jesus went up into the 
mountain, and there he sat with his 
disciples. John 6:3 


WHEN “a great multitude followed 
Him,” Jesus and His disciples with- 
drew and “went up into the moun- 
tain.” We require rest and relaxation 
for tired bodies and minds, but we 
need still more the ‘‘quiet hour” for 
spiritual recuperation. The Lenten 
call invites us to steal away from 
wotries and crowding duties for spe- 
cial moments of “waiting before the 
Lord” and for infilling with the pure 
ozone of heaven “upon the holy 
mount,” in company with “the 
chosen few” who feel like-minded. 
We can count on the presence and 
peace of Jesus when we seek life’s 
higher levels: He invites us each 
Lord’s Day to meet in the quiet of 
the sanctuary, that there we might 
breathe His Spirit into our inner be- 
ing and be renewed in His life of love 
and service. 


+ + + 


And Isaac went out to meditate 
in the field at the eventide. 
Genesis 24: 63 


Wuen Abraham sent his chief ser- 
vant to Haran to seek a believing 
wife for Isaac, it was with these 
words: “Jehovah, before whom I 
walk, will send his angel with thee, 
and prosper thy way.” How man 
parents ask for angelic aid in the 
selection of husbands and wives for 
their children? How many prospec- 
tive grooms and brides do like Isaac, 
who “went out to meditate in the 
field at the eventide”? It is reason- 
able to suppose that his meditation 
was in part about his bride whom he 
had not yet seen, but no doubt he 
was praying that Jehovah would di- 
rect in the romantic choice and bless 
the coming union. Whether “in the 
field” like the patriarch, on the 
mountain like Jesus, in the church, 
or at home, let us meditate upon 
God’s care and pray for His guidance 
in family and personal affairs. 


+ + + 


Commune with your own heart 
upon your bed, and be still. 
Psalm 4:4 
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Henry Warp BrEcHER referred to 
the Bible as “God’s medicine-book.” 
“You are sick,” he said. “There is 
no human remedy for your trouble. 
But here is God’s medicine-book. If 
you read it for life, for growth in 
righteousness, then blessed is your 
reading.” In this Book are prescrip- 
tions to relieve every ailment, to 


_cure every malady of sin. The “balm 


of Gilead” and the “water of life” are 
all-sufficient. To fill your mind with 
its words of comfort and promise, to 


“commune with your own heart . 


upon your bed, and be still” before 
God in resignation and trust, are bet- 
ter for soul-healing than psychiatric 
treatment or medical remedies. 


+ + + 


They that wait for Jehovah shall 
renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles. 


Isaiah 40; 31 


A woMan tripped on the escalator 
and fell, The more she struggled to 
get up, the more helplessly entangled 
she became. Bruised and chagrined, 
she finally landed at the bottom. She 
had failed to stand still and be car- 
ried safely and easily to the destina- 
tion above. “Christ wants to help us 
to a higher level by His free and 
unassisted grace. If we get out of 
step with Him we will go down, and 


, the more we struggle, with our own 


wisdom and works, the more pitiful 
will be our plight—ending in futility 
and confusion. ‘Stand still, and see 
the salvation of God!’” (All Saints 
Bulletin, Baltimore.) 


+ + + 


But he saith unto them, It is I; be 
not afraid. John 6: 20 


In these days of mistrust between 
the nations and even between per- 
sonal “friends” it is heartening to 
learn of the true devotion to each 
other of comrades-in-arms. The 
greater the dangers faced, the more 


pronounced the fidelity, each risking © 


his life for the other. Ernie Pyle, re- 
porter from the battlefront, said, “I 
have yet to hear an American pilot 
make a disparaging remark about a 
British flier.” And that attitude is 
mutual. When one of our Invaders 


By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


got shot up over the target and the 
pilot with smoking engine was trying 
to get away from the German fight- | 
ers, a British voice was heard © 
through the earphones saying, 
“Cheer up, chicken, we have you.” 
Looking around, the American flyer 
saw two Spitfires, one on either side, 
mothering him back to his home 
field. How comforting to the fright- 
ened comrades of Jesus amidst life’s 
perils and storms, when they hear 
His voice assuringly, “It is I; be not 
afraid.” 


“+ + + 


He will cover thee with his pin- 
ions, and under his wings shalt thou 
take refuge. Psalm 91: 4 


Lizut. Ropert TURNER, a bom- 
bardier, was saved from death by a 
Bible carried in a pocket of his 
jacket. It received the fragments in- 
tended for his body and answered 
the prayers of the loved one back 
home who gave it. Engraved on its 
steel cover were the words, ‘““May the 
Lord be with you.” Mightier than 
steel armor are the protecting “pin- 
ions” of the Lord, safer are His 
“wings,” beneath which the helpless 
may “take refuge.” As the mother- 
bird calls her young to come and 
shelter beneath her feathers, so the 
brooding Spirit of’ the heavenly 
Father invites to His protection, and 
speaks peace to all that put their 
trust in Him. How precious are the 
lessons that we learn at Jesus’ side. 
How faithfully they come to mind 
when danger assails us. 


PRAYER 
By Joun G. WHITTIER 


“Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 
Till all our strivings cease: 
Take from our souls the strain and 
stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of Thy peace. 


“Breathe through the heats of our desire 
Thy coolness and Thy balm; 
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
Speak through the earthquake, wind, 
and fire, 
O still, small voice of calm.” 


The Lutheran 


A RECORD 10 PONDER 


Benevolence Trends in West Virginia Synod Tell Their Own Story 
By ARTHUR P. BLACK, Executive Secretary, 


Better than an 18 per cent in- 
crease in regular apportionment paid 
is the proud record of the West Vir- 
ginia Synod for the calendar year 
1943! Fifteen of the thirty-one con- 
gregations paid in excess! Two paid 
exactly 100 per cent. All of which 
means that more than half the con- 
gregations in that difficult field met 
their benevolence obligations in full, 
or better. And that’s a record for all 
the medium-sized and larger synods 
in our United Lutheran Church in 
America to ponder. 


No Mere "Flash in the Pan" 

This record is no mere “flash in 
the pan.” It is the result of a pro- 
gram that has been in the making for 
a number of years—a program that 
is rooted in stewardship teachings 
revealed repeatedly throughout the 
Old Testament and the New Testa- 
ment. Here are the figures showing 
the steady growth during the past 
four years, in dollars and cents, and 
in percentages. They tell a great 


story: 

read Quota Paid Percentage 
1940 $14,920 $ 9,124 69.42 
1941 15,164 10,289 67.85 
1942 15,606 10,833 69.42 
1943 15,818 13,875 87.72 


Sizable Decrease in Indebtedness 

And this steady upward swing in 
freewill offerings for the regular ap- 
portioned benevolences in the West 
Virginia Synod has been paralleled 
by a steady downward swing in free- 
will offerings for the reduction of in- 
debtedness! Since 1940 the indebted- 
ness has been reduced from $117,898 
to $95,175, for a total of $22,723. The 
total increase in regular apportion- 
ment paid since 1940, as shown in the 
tabulated statement above, was 
$4,751. For a small synod like West 
Virginia to increase its regularly ap- 
portioned benevolences more than 
$4,700 at the same time it decreases 
its indebtedness more than $22,700, 
is cause for rejoicing without as well 
as within the synod. Important as 
the figures themselves are, however, 
what is of far more importance in 
every record of this kind is the spirit 
that prompts congregations to work 
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Laymen's Movement for Stewardship 


Oscar H. Lindow, Chairman, 
Stewardship Committee, 
West Virginia Synod 


out such a twofold program. “Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord.” 


Introducing Oscar H. Lindow 
February 15, 1944, the resignation 
of the Rev. L. Arthur Wagner as pas- 
tor of First Lutheran Church, Park- 
ersburg, became effective. He has 
been chairman of the synodical 
Stewardship Committee since the 


Chaplain’s Marching Song 
By Private HY ZARET 


[Music by Ben Machen. Broadcast February 
13, in the Army Hour.] 


Farruru. to God, we’re serving 

On the battlefield today. 

Embracing the cause of Righteousness, 
We’re marching on our way. 


Soldiers of God, we serve Him faith- 
fully, 

And march in His name 

Through thunder and flame 

Wherever the “call” may be. 

Trusting in God, His strength we lean 


upon, 

As into the fight 

The Legions of Light, 

The Soldiers of God, march on. 

We are there, as the Chaplains of the 
nation, 

Everywhere with our fighting congre- 
gation, 

Serving the Lord, 

And serving the cause of humanity. 

Onward we go till victory is won, 

For Justice and Right, 

The Legions of Light, 

The Soldiers of God march on! 


death of the late Dr. A. B. Leamer, 
but as he is transferring to the Rey- 
noldsville Parish in the Pittsburgh 
Synod, it became necessary to have 
a new chairman of that highly im- 
portant committee. 

President E. F, K. Roof appointed 
Oscar H. Lindow, Charleston, W. Va., 
to succeed Chairman Wagner. Mr. 
Lindow is a leading layman in the 
synod, and a member of Trinity Lu- 
theran Church. He is in the tele- 
phone business as an accountant, so 
he knows “figgers.” Last fall he 
worked out in very attractive form a 
tabulated statement giving the ap- 
portionment record of every congre- 
gation in the synod, for the first nine 
months of 1943, and mailed it, to- 
gether with an impressive message, 
to every pastor in the synod. It was 
so favorably received that he is 
working on a similar statement, with 
an added feature or two, covering 
the calendar year 1943. Mr. Lindow’s 
purpose was not to make invidious 
comparisons, but to show in a form 
that everybody could understand the 
benevolence trends in the West Vir- 
ginia Synod. Such a showing not only 
encourages those who happen to 
have made the best appearing rec- 
ords, but all others who have really 
tried. Moreover, it challenges those 
who have not really tried, to begin 
trying. 


A Letter with a Meaning 


Ash Wednesday 1943 Chairman 
L. Arthur Wagner addressed a letter 
to “The Members of the Congrega- 
tions of the Synod of West Virginia,” 
from which the following is an in- 
spiring excerpt. It is such letters 
that bring results. 


“Reports from other synods of the 
United Lutheran Church in America 
indicate a great upward surge in the 
benevolence program of our congrega- 
tions. A few synods have met their 
apportioned benevolence in full. Others 
have contributed more than 90 per 
cent. ... We, too, are slowly moving 
toward the top. More rapid progress 
is desirable. One congregation in our 
synod paid 145 per cent. Congratula- 
tions! Five other congregations met 
their apportionment in full. It would 
be splendid to report every congrega- 
tion on the honor roll for 1943, and 
put our West Virginia Synod on top. 
The work of the Lord, through our 
Lutheran Church, can only progress 
as we support its program. Let us put 
forth a determined effort to increase 
our giving, as we have been receiving, 
even though we overpay our appor- 
tioned benevolence. This is our duty!” 
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GREAT LEADER STRICKEN 


(Continued from page 2) 
circles, where he had won high es- 
teem. But above all these is the en- 
tire _United Lutheran Church in 
America, of which he was the first 
and only treasurer. 

Beyond these somewhat localized 
areas, there were two others to 
which he contributed enormously. 
He was Treasurer of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America from 1918 
until his death. He was a delegate 
to the first, second and third Lu- 
theran World Conventions, and 
while not an appointee to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of that body, his 
contacts in America and in Europe 
with those who managed its affairs, 
and especially with its three execu- 
tive directors, Dr. Lauritz Larsen, 
Dr. John A. Morehead (both now 
deceased), and with the present ef- 
ficient occupant of that office, Dr. 
Ralph H. Long, placed him where he 
could wield incalculable influence. 


Many Minor Influences 

Of such number, extent and out- 
standing importance are the above 
listed spheres of influence as to make 
numerous other areas in which h¢ 
was active seem small. One mentions 
them as minor interests. The Amer- 
ican Bible Society, the American 
Sunday School Union, the long years 
of connection as superintendent of 
the Sunday school of Old St. John’s 
Church in Philadelphia, and the 
services rendered the community, 
partly by connections with civic as- 
sociations and partly in the oppor- 
tunities for individual suasion which 
are within the scope of virile citizen- 
ship to the proportion of confidence 
won by unselfish interest and de- 
pendable probity. 

For the above list of activities, in 
which ability, willingness and oppor- 
tunity combined to achieve impor- 
tant results, one has the published 
records—in many instances, the of- 
ficial minutes of groups with which 
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Dr. Miller was connected. In addi- 
tion to these, there is the multitude 
of “occasions” when appeals reached 
him and to which he made helpful 
response. Not always was money the 
commodity desired. Often it was ad- 
vice relative to financial and other 
values. 

But on occasion he backed. his 
counsel with cash. More often than 
appears on the records of the Board 
of Directors of the Philadelphia 
Theological Seminary, an “unknown 
donor’ made achievements possible. 
The late John A. Morehead is the 
source of our information concerning 
support of a theological seminary for 
the Lutheran Church in Russia 
which an “American banker” made 
available. Not to be confused with 
this actuality was the “gossip”) among 
the Americans who were delegates 
to the first Lutheran World Conven- 
tion at Eisenach in Germany. 


A Great Castle Offered 


Among the scenery of that portion 
of Germany was, and is, Wartburg 
Castle on a steep hill overlooking the 
town. It is an imposing structure 


_within whose walls Martin Luther 


was given refuge from the excom- 
munication approved by the Diet of 
Worms. Here Luther translated the 
Bible into German, and here—ac- 
cording to tradition—he threw an 
ink bottle at a leering phantom (if 
so ambiguous a term can be applied 
to the devil). In 1923 the financial 
situation in Saxony was bad—very 
bad. The Burgomeister of Eisenach 
is said to have proposed to the 
American banker in their midst to 
buy the Wartburg, to be, we suppose, 
a memorial of the first Lutheran 
World Convention and a visible evi- 
dence of the inexhaustible resources 
of the United States’ Lutherans. 
None of these “incidents” was re- 
lated to THe LUTHERAN by Dr. Miller. 
He did comment on one occasion 
within the decade following 1929: 
“Tt is a great pleasure to have the 


means to encourage worthy Chris- 
tian enterprises with money.” 


Those "Out in Front" 


In every forward movement among 
earthly persons, there is leadership. 
That is, someone is “out in front.” 
If it is a good enterprise, then God 
has an interest in its initiation and 


progress, and the leader is available — 


when the objective is proposed. The 


qualifications for leadership have © 


been variously stated. St. Paul sup- 


plied a definition when he wrote to | 


the Christians at Rome the formula 


for one whom God is willing to en- | 


trust with great responsibilities: 
“Not slothful in business, fervent in 


spirit, serving the Lord.” The great | 


apostle mentions no names; but the 
guess is a safe one that he, Paul, in 
his many journeys, had encountered 
at least one man who had resources, 
talent, faith, patience, and that dis- 
cernment of the nearness of God 
which enables obedience to be direct 
to our Lord, no matter how many or 
how great human facts and forces 
become involved. Such attributes 
make possible what is sometimes 
erroneously deemed the persever- 
ance of the saints. 


Inherited Opportunities 

It is customary to express regret 
when death renders vacant a posi- 
tion from which a sincere follower 
of Jesus Christ has served his fellow- 
men on the earth. The regret is 
amply justifiable. Such places are 
difficult to fill. What complicates the 
situation is the progress which has 
been accomplished. Requirements, 
especially in the sphere of discern- 
ment, courage, initiative, and rea- 
soning, grow as leaders succeed in 
leading. The U. L. C. A. is twice the 
size it was in 1918. It has five times 
the number, and a multiple of five 
times the obligations of the General 
Council, to which Dr. Miller be- 
longed; or of the General Synod, to 


which Dr. Knubel gave his ability; ° 


or of the United Synod in the South, 
in which the first secretary, Dr. 
M. G. G. Scherer, gained the ability 
he made so useful in the U. L. C. A.’s 
first dozen years. 

It is intelligent to sense losses by 
death. It is gratitude to those who 
die and to God, their Guide, to re- 
solve that the products of their labor 
shall not be dissipated among un- 
worthy enterprises, nor buried for 
lack of faith in our Lord. 


The Lutheran 
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HUMAN LIFE'S VALUE 


Mucu has been written and said 
in recent months concerning the 
cheapness of human beings. The 
data for such assertions are the cas- 
ualties of combat and the effects of 
disordered production on popula- 
tions that are directly involved in 
the conflict. The weapons in use in 
battle and the forms of punishment 
inflicted on civilian populations “con- 
quered” by the Axis powers are 
ruthlessly destructive. A new high 
in destructiveness has been achieved, 
especially by the use of planes and 
the bombs that they let fall on peo- 
ple and property. No wonder the 
feeling of horror grows when emo- 
tions are given expression. The count 
of dead, missing, crippled, under- 
nourished, impoverished, exiled and 
soul-stricken, will number millions, 
while vast numbers will be beyond 
the reach of statisticians. 

The marvel of the situation is the 
degree of human persistence which 
characterizes the participants in the 
struggle. Certainly those who as- 
serted in pre-war days that human 
nature in the cultured countries 
“had gone soft,” having decreased 
powers lof resistance, were utterly 
mistaken. On the contrary, people 
most accustomed to luxuries and to 
the forms of self-indulgence that are 
supposed to lessen courage and vigor 
of character, have forsaken the en- 
vironments of peace and safety and 
earned enshrinement among heroes 
and heroines. 

Let there be no misunderstanding 
nor misconstruing of the battles in 
which the whole world has become 
engaged. The one sentiment of per- 
sons in the armed services which is 
everywhere freely expressed is 
eagerness that the’conflict shall end. 
Those engaged, fight and pray for 
the same objective—the quick ‘con- 
clusion of the struggle and the re- 
turn of the human and mechanical 
energies now involved into the ways 
of peace. But the end is not desired 
unless that has been gained for 
which perils and hardships have 
been endured. 

It is the nature of these desires 
that lift the war to the plane where 
those who are engaged in it can claim 
esteem. They are not fighting for 
increased territory nor for personal 
gain, nor for control of their fellow- 
men. Privileges which make man a 
more competent steward, and free- 
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dom that equalizes us before God 
and before earthly opportunities are 
under defense. The resort to war 
was a sin; but defense against ag- 
gression became a necessity, if prin- 
ciples of the greatest value were to 
be continued. It is to the credit of 
human nature that it has appraised 
privileges and freedoms as worthy 
of the sacrifices of life and treasures 
which this war is requiring. Wit- 
ness is thereby loudly declared that 
men and women possessed of culture, 
wealth, and knowledge of God are 
willing to fight to pass them on to 
coming generations. The cost is ter- 
rible, but the gain is beyond estimate. 


FALSE WITNESSING 
A Major Sin Often Committed 
By RUTH TAYLOR* 


“In vain we call old notions fudge, 

And bend our conscience to our dealing, 
The Ten Commandments will not budge, 
And stealing will continue stealing.” 

—James Russell Lowell. 


“THou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbor,” is still one of 
the Ten Commandments. 

No doubt nine out of ten people 
questioned would say that that is one 
sin they never commit. 
listening to any conversation, even 
your own—and see how carelessly, 
how habitually the Eighth Com- 
mandment is broken. 

You bear false witness against 
your neighbor when you judge him 
not as an individual upon his own 
merits, but as a part of a group— 
whether that judgment be praise or 
censure. 

You bear false witness against 
your neighbor when you impute to 
him motives for action about which 


-you. can know nothing. 


You bear false witness against 
your neighbor when you accuse him 
of acting only in his own self-inter- 
est. 

You bear false witness against 
your neighbor when you pass on un- 
confirmed rumors about him or the 
group from which he comes, or when 
you shade the truth or supply details 
from your own imagination to make 
a good story. 

You bear false witness against 


*Ruth Taylor, writing from the office of 
Charles Stelzle, Inc., supplies weekly releases 
to the church press on subjects of interest in 
labor circles. 


But, try, 


your neighbor when you. pre-judge 
him, when you assume the worst and 
determine what he will do before he 
has done it. 

You bear false witness against 
your neighbor when you attribute to 
him lower aims than your aims, 
lower ideals than your ideals. 

You bear false witness against 
your neighbor when you think of 
him as un-American just because his 
background is different from yours, 
his family has come from a different 
nation or because he goes to a differ- 
ent church. 

You bear false witness against 
your neighbor when you refuse to 
grant him the same privileges you 
reserve to yourself. 

You bear false witness against 
your neighbor when you bar the 
gates to understanding, for by so do- 
ing you deny the Fatherhood of God 
and the Brotherhood of all men. 

Do you keep the Eighth Com- 
mandment? 


YOU'RE NOT ALONE 
By CHARLES E. DOZER 


THERE is a Hand that’s leading thee 
Along the way you cannot see— 

It is a marvelous super-way 
Which human eye cannot survey. 


This Hand unseen is gentle, kind, 
And leads you with a Master mind. 
Regardless what your need may be, 
Abundantly He thinks of thee. 


How oft have you with fearful mind 
Approached a threatening day, to find 
The danger feared did not appear; 
The road ahead was bright and clear. 


When you get in behind the wheel 

This Unseen Hand is with you still; 

Midst traffic jams and rough highways 

He leads you safe through nights and 
days. 


In troublous times when all looks bad, 
And Church and State are both afraid, 
This Guide Who maketh wars to cease 
Will lead us on the road to peace. 


Above the din of battlefield 

He holds secure a mighty shield, 
Protecting thee both day and night 
From threatening dangers in their flight. 


“What shall we do when they arrive,” 
Has puzzled many now alive— 

But why despair with such a thought 
When you survey the Guide you’ve got? 
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MISSIONS DO PAY 


Fruits of Missionary Work Evident in Reports at Thirtieth 
Anniversary of Augsburg Church, Toledo, Ohio 


By F. E. STROBEL 


The Processional at the Founders’ Day Service that marked the Thirtieth 
Anniversary of Augsburg Church, Toledo, Ohio 


Fresruary 22, 1914, A. E. Bell, D.D., 
then and now serving Glenwood Church 
as pastor, with a few of his members 
founded Augsburg mission congrega- 
tion. The first synodical report shows 
that after the first few months there 
were sixteen baptized, six confirmed 
and six communing members. The con- 
gregation was incorporated in 1918. 


ness was paid. An exchange of parson- 
age was made for a residence adjoining 
the church. A large residence to be 
used as a parish house was purchased 
adjoining the church on the west. The 
baptized membership had increased to 
1,000. Dr. Miley resigned to become 
president of the Synod of Ohio in 1941. 

W. Carl Satre, D.D., took up the pas- 
torate January 1, 1942. These five pas- 
tors were present and took part in the 
anniversary services. 

At the 8.15 and 10.45 services on Feb- 
ruary 20 Dr. Miley preached. (Two 


The Church's Five Pastors 

The Rev. B. B. Uhl, now of Spring- 
field, Ohio, became the first full-time 
pastor in the late summer of 1914. Dur- 
ing this pastorate the lots at the corner 
of Sylvania Avenue and Rollins Road Ya ‘shipers have been held for about four- 
were purchased and a temporary chapel!’ teen years.) The Rev. B. B. Uhl 
erected. The membership was con- preached at the afternoon service, at 
siderably increased. This pastorate which time there were baptisms and re- 
ceased in October 1919. 

The pastorate of F. E. Strobel, 
D.D., began in March 1920. Dur- 
ing the next four years the re- 
maining indebtedness on the lots 
was paid and a. fine new stone 
structure was financed and 
erected. The congregation had 
bought a parsonage. Upon the 
erection of the permanent church 
the chapel was donated with its 
equipment to a newly organized 
church now known as Reforma- 
tion. A weekday Bible school was 
organized in 1922 and has func- 
tioned without intermission to the 
present. 

G. W. Miley, D.D., became pas- 
tor in February 1924 and served 
for seventeen and a half years. In 
1940 the entire bonded indebted- 
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services for the accommodation of wor- - 


ceptions into membership. Dr. A. E. 
Bell preached at the evening service, 
and at the roll call during this hour it 
was found that there were persons 
present who had become members each 
year of the congregation’s history. 
Congregational dinners were held 
Monday and Tuesday evening. Greet- 
ings were brought from the Lutheran 
Pastors’ Association by the Rev. W. W. 
Larson; from Reformation Church by 
the Rev. J. William Wahl; and a his- 
torical sketch by Dr. Strobel. Dr. E. 
Clyde Xander, mission superintendent 
of the Synod of Ohio, as the chief 
speaker, directed the congregation’s 
attention to a greater program. 


In Terms of Persons 

During these thirty years 750 children 
were baptized and more than 1,000 were 
added by confirmation. The parochial 
report of December 1943 shows that 
there were then 1,668 baptized mem- 
bers, 1,226 confirmed members, and 
1,103 communing members. We are 
convinced that MISSIONS DO PAY. 

During the life of this congregation, 
$145,000 was expended for unusual 
causes, $170,000 for current work, and 
over $100,000 for benevolence. 

From the material side we must also 
draw the same conclusion: MISSIONS 
DO PAY. 

This growth would not have been 
possible except for the timely support 
of the Wittenberg Synod (before the 
merger), by the Board of American 
Missions and by the Mission Board of 
the Synod of Ohio. Approximately 
$20,000 was put into this work as pas- 
toral support and grants for building. 
In addition to these grants there was a 
loan of $10,000 for a number of years 
without interest. Inasmuch as the con- 
gregation has given over $100,000 to 
benevolence, we have another reason to 
say MISSIONS DO PAY. 

Augsburg today rivals the mother 
congregation, Glenwood Church, for 
first place in communing mem- 
bership. She takes first place in 
Sunday school enrollment and at- 
tendance, having the largest Sun- 
day school in the city. In the 
school is a women’s class with an 
enrollment of over one hundred, - 
a young married people’s class 
with an enrollment approaching 
one hundred, and a large depart- | 
ment of high school and college 
members. The housing equipment 


PASTORS WHO HAVE SERVED 
AUGSBURG CHURCH 
(left to right) 

W. Carl Satre, D.D. 
George W. Miley, D.D. 
Alvin E, Bell, D.D. 

F. E. Strobel, D.D. 

The Rey. B. B. Uhl 
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of the school has been inadequate for 
a number of years. However, at the 
congregational dinners, the church 
council unveiled drawings showing 
plans for a modern educational unit. 
This was received with marked enthu- 
siasm. It is the purpose to build as soon 
as materials are available. It is planned 
to raise the greater portion, possibly all 
funds needed, in the two immediate 
years. 


An Adequate Set-up 


Pastor Satre feels so well pleased 
with the plan of Augsburg Church that 
the church at large should know that 
retired or emeritus pastors may be of 
invaluable service to a large parish. A 
leading layman of the congregation and 
of the Synod of Ohio said at the con- 
gregational dinners, “Augsburg Church 
has the finest set-up in the Synod of 
Ohio for church work and evangelism.” 
The plan to which the layman refers 
makes Dr. Satre, the regularly called 
and installed pastor, responsible for the 


executive work, preaching and plan- 
ning for the regular program. The 
council has secured the assistance of the 
pastor emeritus of Hope Church, Toledo, 
to do special pastoral visiting, assist the 
pastor in communion or special serv- 
ices, and head-up the committee on 
evangelism. This committee functions 
in visiting prospects, members who are 
in danger of lapsing membership, and 
upon others assigned. The visiting pas- 
tor supervises the Every Member Vis- 
itation, not for funds but to discuss the 
Church’s program and to create a 
greater interest in its work. This vis- 
itation is proving the most fruitful ef- 
fort of the congregation aside from the 
preaching of the Word. The pastor of a 
neighboring church stated that the im- 
pact is being felt by his congregation. 
It has been the policy of Augsburg con- 
gregation and this committee also to 
direct men and women to near-by Lu- 
theran churches. This brings the strong 
and concluding conviction that MIS- 
SIONS DO PAY. 


AT THE NATION'S CAPITAL 


Washington, D. C., Lutherans Announce Service Center 


WASHINGTON SERVICE CENTER 


Chaplain Robert D. Workman, Capt., 
Chief of Chaplains, U. S. Navy 


Tue National Lutheran Council spon- 
sors an announcement that the Wash- 
ington Service Center located at 736 
Jackson Place, N. W., Washington 6, 
D. C., will be formally opened March 
26 at an outdoor service in Lafayette 
Park, just in front of the White House. 

Many notables have planned to be in 
attendance in addition to Chief of 
Chaplains, Capt. Robert D. Workman, 
Ch. C., U. S. N., and Deputy Chief of 
Chaplains, U. S. Army, Col. George F. 
Rixey, who will be among the speakers. 


March 15, 1944 


SPEAKERS AT THE FORMAL OPENING OF THE 


Chaplain George F. Rixey, Col., 
Deputy Chief of Chaplains, U.S. Army 


Included in those who will participate 
in the services are the Rey. Dr. P. O. 
Bersell, president of the National Lu- 
theran Council; the Rev. Dr. Ralph H. 
Long, executive secretary of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council; and the Rev. 
O. Adelbert Sauer, secretary of the 
Army and Navy Commission of the 
Missouri Synod. 

This opening service will be in the 
nature of an introduction to the presen- 
tation of the work of the National Lu- 
theran Council, for which an appeal in 


DAD 

By MARGARET B. SWOYER 

No genius was that dad of mine, now 
gone— 

Yet troubles few for me he could not 
stay. 

He worked from morn till night earth’s 
joys to give 

And asked for naught but love long 
life’s hard way. 


Temptations strong and sin oft me sur- 


round— 

(Tis strange a child of him should want 
to err!) 

He lingers still with tearful, pleading 
eye, 

That wrongs so nigh no more my sight 
do blur. 

Unmindful though I be of soul at 
death— 

If I his head shall clasp to breast so 
sad, 


I must the rules of God each day obey, 
For heaven only is the home of dad. 


May will be made throughout the 
country. 

The Washington Service Center is 
unique in that it will include on its staff 
not only two service pastors ministering 
to men and women of the armed forces, 
but also competent women workers 
whose responsibility it is to relate the 
civilian war workers to the Lutheran 
churches of Washington. 

If you know service people who are 
stationed in the Washington area, or if 
you know any Lutheran government 
employees in the nation’s capital, en- 


OPEN TO MEN AND WOMEN IN 
THE ARMED FORCES 


736 Jackson Place, N. W., Washington, D. C. 


courage them to visit this Center and 
become acquainted. You can aid ma- 
terially by sending their names and 
addresses to the Center. 
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LESSON 


ESSENTIAL TO MIND AND SOUL 


Creation's Endowment of Human Nature with Great Resources 
Implies Responsibilities of Use and Conservation 


The Adult Sunday School Lesson for March 26 Cites Genesis |: 27, 28; 
Matthew 12: 11, 12; Romans 14: 19-21; | Corinthians 6: 19, 20 


The Lesson Commentary, to which the writer of this page turns each 
week and in which Lesson Studies have been issued annually for more than 
twenty years, has as the subject of its chapter for March 26, 1944, “The 
Sacredness of Life.” As a sub-title, one sees the words, “Temperance Les- 
son.” The portions of scripture are those which are cited above. They are 
not at first sight the sections of the Bible that we are in the habit of con- 


necting with “temperance lessons.” 


More careful consideration, however, leads one inevitably to the con- 
clusion that the custom of confining the significance of temperance to the 
use of alcoholic beverages is unsound. As a matter of fact, the portions of 


Scripture which you should read in or- 
der to follow this lesson apply very di- 
rectly to that care of body and mind 
which is a protection against any and 
all forms of over-indulgence. 


We Are of God's Making 

When one stops to think as to human 
origin, he realizes that the Creator of 
the universe distinguished man from all 
other forms of creation. Genesis I not 
only indicates the provisions that are 
made for the continuance of the race, 
but also sets forth the pre-eminence of 
man among the created works of God. 
The particular distinction is recorded— 
that of authority. The verse reads: “Be 
fruitful and multiply and replenish the 
earth, and subdue it and have dominion 
over... every living thing that moveth 
upon the earth.” This entrustment of 


power is particularly referred to in the/ 


Highth Psalm, wherein man is described 
as being a little lower than the angels 
and crowned with glory and honor. The 
ultimate man, whose description is in 
the realm of prophecy, the one who is 
made joint heir with the Son of God, 
and the realization of whose qualities is 
in the future, is the being to whom the 
angels are ministering spirits. 

Having such endowments and such a 
high place in God’s scheme of the be- 
ings whom He has made, it is obviously 
a vicious form of sinning to lower the 
plane of this creation of God by the 
abuses of the body which occur where 
indulgence reaches the degree of in- 
temperance. Drunkenness is a partic- 
ularly heinous sin because it disturbs 
the balance of the mind, sets up the de- 
generation of the organs of the body, 
and often leads the person on whom 
God has bestowed such high honors into 
forms of conduct that are bestial rather 
than human. 
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Our Lord's Comparison 

Matthew, in the twelfth chapter of his 
gospel, makes available the record of 
a conversation which Jesus had on one 
occasion when a zealot for observance 
of the Sabbath inquired concerning the 
lawfulness of an act of healing on that 
day. Thereupon Jesus cited the fact 
that one sheep. gone astray and’ fallen 
into a pit would be lifted out by its 
owner, even though it happened on the 
seventh day of the week. Said He: 
“How much better is a man than a 
sheep.” Luke also records a similar 
conversation which took place between 
the ruler of a synagogue and Jesus, in 
which Jesus was accused of having 
violated the law because He healed on 
the Sabbath Day. Jesus replied in that 
instance: 
each one of you on the Sabbath loose 
his ox or his ass from the stall and lead 
him away to the watering?” 


Christian and Pagan Ceremonies 

It must not be forgotten that when 
the apostles went forth to proclaim the 
teachings of our Lord, they entered into 
competition with cults which were the 
religions of the people of their day. 
Most of these were forms of idolatry in 
which an image was used to represent 
a being to whom some of the attributes 
of divinity were ascribed. In the Roman 
Empire the most widespread form of 
false worship in the days of St. Paul 
was probably that which offered devo- 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
March 20-26 


Life Created. Genesis 1: 27-31. 
Life Evaluated. Matthew 12: 1-13. 
Red rin : 


Man and 8 
. The Worth of a Man. Matthew 18: 12-14. 
“What Is Man?” Psalm-‘8: 1-9. 


“Thou hypocrite, doth not. 


Ky Nathan F2. Melhorn 


tions to the emperor, who made claims 
for defication that were granted. There 
were also the current household deities, 
the Lares and Penates, to which each 
Roman family poured libations and of- 
fered sacrifices. Also there were va- 
rieties of defied desires and passions, 
each of which called for one or another 
form of offering. 

Many of these offerings were in the 
nature of foods. They were meats or 
beverages or grain. Being abuses of the 
true God, compliance with their forms 
of worship was a sin to those who had 
come to know the true worship of Jesus 
Christ. However, the Christians had to 
live in the midst of the surroundings of 
their times,'and many times no doubt 
the question came to Paul for an an- 
swer as to what the followers of Jesus 
should do when they were confronted 
with invitations to partake of food 
which was in common use for nourish- 
ment but which pagans consecrated to 
false gods. Paul’s answer directed them 
to abstain from meats or other offerings 
which had been identified by some for- 
mal consecration with the worship of 
idols. On the other hand, where the 
question of worship had not been raised, 
it was not essential for the Christian to 
distinguish between “clean and unclean 
foods.” As to the regulations which had 
been established among the Hebrews, 
by Mosaic laws, many of which had 
been continued into the period of the 
apostles, they were advised by our Lord 
and by the teachings of the Holy Spirit 
to disregard such distinctions as were 
directly related to the: regime of the 
law. Thus Peter in a vision was rebuked 
for his refusal to obey the voice that 
said, “Kill and eat,” although his at- 
titude had Hebrew approval. 


A Temple of the Holy Ghost 


The culminating privilege bestowed 
upon human beings is that implied in 


the use which the Holy Spirit makes .. 


of believers, of whom it is written by 
St. Paul: “Know ye not that your body 
is a temple of the Holy Spirit, which is 
in you, which ye have from God? And 
ye are not your own; for ye were 
bought with a price: glorify God there- 


fore in your body.” Such directions in- 


dicate why a temperate manner of 
life was characteristic of the converts 
to apostolic preaching. It supplies the 
motive to abstain from all forms of in- 
temperance and gluttony as well as in- 
toxication from the use of alchoholic 
beverages. 
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HE YOUNG 


PEOPLE 


ky Anos John Teaver 
CHRIST'S CROSS AND MINE 


Matthew 16: 21-27 


THE time had now come for Jesus to 
go to Jerusalem, the capital of Israel. 
Was He not the king of Israel, the 
promised Messiah? If so, it was natural 
that He should go to the capital and 
offer the people their opportunity to 
crown Him king. Something was very 
confusing about His plans for this tri- 
umphal journey. At the very same time 
He was telling His disciples about going 
to Jerusalem He was also speaking 
about death. How could a dead king 
rule Israel? Is it any wonder that Peter 
remonstrated with Jesus?> 

As usual, Peter made his objections 
with hasty, impetuous words. “Peter 
took him,” the record reads—perhaps 
took Him roughly by the arm—and be- 
gan to rebuke Him saying, “Be it far 
from thee, Lord: this shall never be 
unto thee.” Peter was acting like a 
strong man trying to have his way with 
a weaker friend. He may have thought 
Jesus a little mad, and sought to bring 
Him to His senses. The best we can 
say for Peter is that he loved Jesus and 
his intentions were good. 

Jesus’ answer showed which was the 
stronger. He read in Peter’s rebuke the 
same temptation He had met and over- 
come in the wilderness. There Satan 
had offered Him an easy way to world 
conquest. All the kingdoms of the world 
awaited His compromise with evil. “Get 
thee behind me, Satan; thou art a 
stumbling-block to me,” reveals that 
same steadfast purpose that led Jesus 
on to the cross. 

The mind of Peter followed the pat- 
tern of the world. The mind of Jesus 
was different. The world thought of 
self; Jesus thought of others. The world 
thought life was for getting; Jesus 
thought it was for giving. The world 
thought of long life; Jesus thought of 
consecrated life. When Paul wrote that 
we were to have that mind which was 
in Christ Jesus, he understood exactly 
the difference in thinking that Jesus 
makes. “If any man would come after 
Me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross and follow Me.” 


"If Any Man Would . 


Jesus does not make arbitrary selec- 
tion of His followers. The invitation 
is to all who will accept His conditions. 


March 15, 1944 


He will not modify those conditions be- 
cause a man is learned, or influential, 
or important, or talented. How differ- 
ently the world thinks of building a 
kingdom. The worldly thought would 
be that the cleverest, strongest leaders, 
key men, ought to be gathered together 
at whatever price of compromise neces- 
sary. Secret agreements, bargains, re- 
wards, anything to get the right men on 
your side. 

Jesus did not think that way. Any 
man was eligible if he wanted to be His 
disciple. The kind of men who were 
His closest friends showed no special 
qualifications for place in the retinue 
of a king. The leaders of the Jews, men 
of Jerusalem, thought the apostles were 
country fellows, peasantry, unlettered 
and uncultured. Even Jesus could be 
set aside by them as nothing more than 
a village carpenter, brighter than the 
rest, but certainly no national leader 
upon whom they could depend for re- 
volt against Rome. 

“If any man would,” opens the door 
to you and to me. It is a matter of the 
will. If we choose Jesus, He has already 
chosen us. If we love Him, it is because 
“He first loved us.” That places heavy 
responsibility on us. Whatever talents 
we have or lack, we can be used by 
Jesus, if we will. See what fellowship 
with Jesus did for these ordinary men 
whom He called as apostles. We call 


A Lenten Litany 
By JOHN D. M. BROWN 


In the night of Gethsemane, 

In the day of the Judgment Room, 

In the darkness around the Cross, 

In the cold of the Garden Tomb, 

We beseech Thee to hear us, O Christ. 


In the hour of a great ordeal, 

In the minutes of life’s brief breath, 
In the seconds of suffering, 

In the moment that men call death, 
We beseech Thee to hear us, O Christ. 


In the wounds of a wasteful war, 

In the throes of a piercing pain, 

In the tears of a weeping world, 

In the blood of our soldiers slain, 

We beseech Thee to hear us, O Christ. 


Allentown, Pa. 


them saints today and wonder at their 
understanding and courage. Yes, the 
door to discipleship is open to you. 


"Let Him Deny Himself" 

The conditions of discipleship are 
here. Jesus did not want followers who 
would count on an easy war against 
Satan. Before we choose a place in His 
marching columns, we better under- 
stand that it means self-denial and 
cross-bearing. 

Self-denial is not the giving up of a 
lot of little things—or even of big 
things—for Christ. Sometimes we hear 
people speaking of “bearing their little 
crosses.” Self-denial is saying, “No,” to 
self. It is basic, not on the surface of 
life. The term, “a selfish Christian,” is an 
impossible combination of words. It is 
just as impossible as “a lying Christian,” 
“an impure Christian,” or “a dishonest 
Christian.” Jesus calls us to complete 
unselfishness. 

The so-called little crosses and the 
self-denials that may come daily are 
the expression of something that hap- 
pens first in our hearts. That this hap- 
pens is the important thing. We hear 
the call of Jesus and choose to put Him 
first in our lives. After that surrender, 
we will always ask ourselves the ques- 
tion, “Is this pleasing to my Lord? Is 
this what He wants me to do?” Then we 
will want that too. Self-denial means 
saying, “Yes,” to Christ and, “No,” to 
ourselves. Paul put it this way: “T live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” He 
becomes my new self, 


"And Follow Me" 


To be a Christian is to have a very 
personal relationship with Christ. He 
never apologized for using the personal 
pronouns I and me. He did teach a way 
of thinking and a way of living; but 
other great teachers have done that. 
Jesus alone dared to say, “Come unto 
Me,” “Follow Me.” After the sermon, 
the soldier said to the preacher, “You 
gave us some fine ideals by which to 
live, but you didn’t tell us how we could 
live them.” Jesus gives us the fine 
ideals and then offers us His daily, 
hourly fellowship to help us live them. 
To realize His presence by our side, is 
to discover power to share His mind 
and to live His way. 

When we bear our cross for Him, it 
becomes light. Our love and loyalty 
go out to Him so fully that we do not 
miss the things we deny ourselves. We 
choose to please Him, rather than any 
selfish desires. Livingstone said, “Don’t 
speak to me of sacrifice. I am right 
where I want most to be.” When we 
identify our life purposes with the pur- 
pose of Christ for us, we will always be 
right where we want most to be. 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, March 26. 

Next topic, “Christ Comes.” 
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BOOK S 


Christianity Gives Life Meaning 


The Vitality of the Christian Tradition. Edited by George F. Thomas. Harpers. 


358 pages. $3. 


Tus amazing volume is addressed to “the thoughtful men and women 
in all walks of life,” and only the thoughtful can read it; for its comprehen- 
sive nature and its close reasoning demand serious concentration. 

The book is amazing in that though a dozen scholars, fellows of the 
National Council on Religion in Higher Education, contributed their sep- 
arate essays, there is a unity of style and interpretation which is disturbed 
only by the fact that some of the authors make us a little too conscious of 


the audience of “the religiously illiter- 
ate indifferent among academic circles” 
to which it is specifically directed. 

The authors are “not concerned to 
defend all aspects of traditional Chris- 
tianity,” but believe and seek to show 
that “a reasoned faith in the essentiality 
of Christianity is both compatible with 
the critical attitude of the seeker after 
truth and necessary to the recovery of 
meaning in personal and social life.” 

They therefore attempt in the first six 
chapters “to state the major insights 
and values of the Christian tradition 
and to trace their development from 
their beginnings in the Bible to the 
present day.” Over-simplification can- 
not be avoided, when so vast a field is 
covered in so brief a compass. Yet the 
writers move rapidly through the maze 
of the history of our spiritual tradition 
from the time of the ancient Hebrews 
to the day of the modern church with 
sureness of touch, fine perspective, and 
remarkable objectivity. 

In the final seven essays (for I be- 
lieve Chapter VII belongs more nat- 
urally with Part II), the writers seek 
“to deal with some of the problems 
created by the widespread reaction 
against the Christian tradition in the 
modern world.” Here is a _ positive 
apologetic attuned to modern ears. Not 
only ecclesiastics and pastors, but col- 


Echoes of Sinai 


From Victory to Peace. By Paul Hutch- 
inson. Willett, Clark and Co. 226 pages. 
$1.50. 

OnE would be hard put to it to find 
another volume on the problems of 
peace and the post-war order that so 
richly deserves the superlatives due to 
Paul Hutchinson’s From Victory to 
Peace. Many such books have been 
written, but here is the compendium of 
all their surest insights and their most 
Christian conclusions. 

All of the genuinely critical issues 
involved in the war and in the making 
of the peace are here: The return of the 
soldier and his possible disillusionment; 
unrestricted national sovereignty versus 
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lege professors, college presidents and 
even Board members ought to be given 
an opportunity to read the chapters on 
The Devotional Literature of Chris- 
tianity, The Christian Tradition in Mod- 
ern Culture, Christianity and Modern 


Philosophy ... Physical Science . 
Contemporary Psychology ... Democ- 
racy. 


Lutherans, among others, ought to 
contemplate penitently the thesis: “If 
men in the modern world are in in- 
cipient or open revolt against the Bible 
. .. the fault is in good part with the 
custodians of the Bible themselves. 
Those trained in the Scriptures hardly 
realize how alien a book it appeays .. . 
to men of today. Except where its es- 
sentials have been made clear and its 
contents properly explained, it takes on 
the character of an absolute assemblage 
of writings conditioned by outmoded 
circumstances, a curiosity shop... . Our 
religious groups have tolerated and 
furthered these confusions and raised 
up enemies to the Bible by four chief 
errors in their approach to it: literal- 
ism, legalism, bibliolatry, and archaism. 

Pes root all in a general prose-mind- 

‘ edness, a starved and pinched spiritual 

life, a blight of imagination which has 
afflicted our Protestant religious life.” 
Witiram C. BERKEMEYER. 


world community; the modern school of 
Real-politik; the race demon; war guilt 
and the treatment of enemies; the eco- 
nomic bases which make for war or 
peace. The author deals with each 
problem directly, boldly, realistically 
and, above all, with the clear vision: of 
one who knows the prophetic nature 
and function of the Christian Church. 

The great merit of the book lies in 
the convincing way the author lays the 
‘old cliche that Christian idealism is al- 
together too visionary for a world like 
ours. He reads history in terms of an 
eternal conflict between Machiavelli 
and Moses—the choice between a 
sham realism based upon the selfish- 
ness of expediency, or the inescapable 
realism (idealism, if you will) of the 


moral law. With echoes of the thunder 
of Sinai, Mr. Hutchinson reminds the 
Church that the choice which it makes 
now is the choice with which it will 
have to live for long years to come, and 
that “to a prophetic Church, that which 
accords with the moral law is possible, 
and only that which accords with the 
moral law is practicable.” o 

Here is a book to be taken into the 
conscience as well as into the mind. At 
a time when, under the pressure of the 
ugly immediacies of war, the church 
and church people are in danger of 
growing a little tired of the Christian 
Ideal, From Victory to Peace recalls us 
to the inescapable fact that in this Ideal 
we have the only true realism that is 
left to us, and that nothing less than 
the acceptance of it is the price of a 
just and lasting peace. 

RosBerT FisteER WEISKOTTEN. 


A Hundred Prayers 


Prayers of the Spirit. By John Wallace 
Suter. Harpers. 50 pages. $1. 

A GATHERING of one hundred original 
prayers, the majority in collect form, 
prepared for use in public or private 
and quite in point amid the needs of 
the present. 

A wide variety of rubrics is grouped 
under such heads as, The Day; The 
Church; Christian Brotherhood (a use- 
ful group); Inward Calm (inspiring and 
satisfying) ;,Seasons and Days (a very 
limited group of Church Year prayers) ; 
Sickness and Death; National Life; and 
Wartime Prayers. 

One wonders how one would dare to 
use any of these quite useful prayers, 
say, in Divine Worship, when their use 
is definitely forbidden by a warning 
under the copyright... . “No part... 
reproduced in any manner!” Imagine 
“prayers of the saints” copyrighted and 
their use forbidden! Why publish them 
then? Pau ZELLER STRODACH. 


Poems of Faith 


God's Dreams. Poems by Thomas 
Curtis Clark. Willett, Clark, and Com- 
pany. 146 pages. $2. 

Tuts little book of verse by the poetry 
editor of the Christian Century recom- 
mends itself to all who enjoy reading 
devotional poetry because of the variety 
of subject matter and the high level of 
achievement. Here are to be found col- 
lected poems that have already won a 
place in séveral anthologies as good 
quotable verses. They are attractively 
presented in a volume that should be 
in every library of religious poetry. 

The author, whose anthologies of re- 
ligious and patriotic verse are among 
the best available today, has now given 
us a rich offering of his own sonnets 
and lyrics. Joun D. M. Brown. 
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STEADY INCREASE IN CONTRIBUTIONS FOR BENEVOLENCE 


Chaplain Walter E. Koepf, formerly 
pastor of Belmont Church, Chicago, IIL., 
recently came aboard the great U. S. 
Naval Air Training Station in Corpus 
Christi and is chaplain at Waldron 
Field. Mrs. Koepf and children are liv- 
ing at 2514 David St., Corpus Christi. 
Thus we have two U. L. C. A. chaplains 
in the great Naval Base at present. 
Chaplain A. Roy Addy, also from Chi- 
cago, is chaplain at Chase Field, Bee- 
ville, Texas, some forty-five airline 
miles from the main base, but still a 
part of the Air Training Center. 


St. Luke’s Church, San Antonio, Dr. 
John E. Hummon, supply pastor, has 
been without a regular pastor since 
January 1943, but has been ably sup- 
plied by the Rev. Carl J. Deithloff of 
Faith Church, San Antonio, our grow- 
ing mission in the Alamo City, the pas- 
tors of synod at various times and stu- 
dent Walter Forker during the summer. 
A call was recently extended to the 
Rev. E. J. Hirsch, pastor of the Goliad- 
Colettoville Parish. He accepted and 
will occupy the pulpit beginning the 
Sunday after Easter. Pastor Hirsch 
served the Swiss Alp-Black Jack Par- 
ish from 1934 to 1937; the Tivoli-Inez 
- Parish, 1937-1939; and his present par- 
ish since 1939. He has served the Texas 
Synod as editor of The Texas Lutheran 
for two years and has been active on 
important synodical committees. We 
wish him a blessed ministry in San 
Antonio. St. Luke’s paid $1.00 more on 
Income Objective in 1943 than in 1942, 
the sum of $488, which places them sixth 
in the amount given to synod, even 
though they are about eleventh in size. 


Grace Church, Harlingen, the Rev. 
J. A. Sanders pastor, has made steady 
progress. These advances were reported 
at the annual meeting, at which time 
the president of synod, the Rev. Paul 
Bechter, brought a message of inspira- 
tion to the growing congregation. The 
interior of the church has been entirely 
redecorated, new pews are on the way, 
and the exterior has been improved. 


Reports from Peace Church, Vernon, 
the Rev. J. W. Kern pastor, tell of the 
largest amount of apportionment ever 
given in its history during 1943. There 
has been a steady improvement to 
property and interest in this North 
Texas congregation. Miss Lilith Schwab, 
missionary from India, is making an 
itinerary through Texas at this time in 
the interest of Foreign Missions and 
has had successful meetings in Vernon 
and Dallas. 
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First United Lutheran Church, Dallas, 
the Rev. William J. Hoebel pastor, has 
been self-supporting for several years, 
has been debt free for a year, and is 
now working on a building fund, which 
amounts to $2,000. 


S. White Rhyne, D.D., executive sec- 
retary of the Parish and Church School 
Board, directed a meeting of several 
members of the Parish Education Com- 
mittee of synod and the president of 
synod in which was planned the promo- 
tion of the new Christian Growth Series 
in the Texas Synod. The meeting was 
held in Grace parsonage, Houston, Tex. 


Synod to Meet in Houston 

Grace congregation, the Rev. N. H. 
Kern pastor, invited the Texas Synod 
to hold its 1944 convention, April 30- 
May 3, in its church. The invitation was 
accepted and plans are going forward 
for the ninety-second convention. 

Plans have been changed by the con- 
gregation in regard to relocation. The 
lots that had been purchased were sold 
at a slight profit and arrangements are 
being made to build the church at the 
present location providing more space 
can be purchased. During the last year 
many bonds have been bought by 
members and friends for the building 
fund. The Sunday school invested a 
total of $240 in bonds. 


Redeemer Church, Houston, the Rev. 
Louis H. de Freese pastor, on the op- 
posite side of Houston, is also raising 
funds for a new building and relocation 
project. At the present time a campaign 
is on to become debt free by Easter 
1944. There is a $2,300 debt remaining 
on the chapel and parsonage. The at- 
tendance for 1943 was 12 per cent above 
that for 1942. 


Benevolence $1,211.04 Better! 

This amount represents the gain in 
apportionment over 1942 for the year 
1943. A recent report in The Texas Lu- 
theran by Treasurer E. C. Vogt of Vic- 
toria, points out that the synod has been 
on the increase each year since 1932. 
Over $300.was contributed toward the 
Ministerial Pensions Debt Fund re- 
ceived at the twenty-fifth Anniversary 
Service in November 1943. 


St. Mark’s, Cuero, indicated their 
love for their pastor, the Rev. A. A. 
Hahn, by raising his salary at the an- 
nual meeting in January. Cuero reached 
a new high in benevolence, paying 
$1,050 in 1943. Special efforts were 
made to decrease the debt on their 


beautiful church and plans are under 
way for further debt reduction during 
1944. The congregation is far ahead of 
the original plan for debt retirement. 
There are seventy-six boys in service 
and twelve wives of service men; 
seventy-six persons were added to the 
adult roll in 1943. One year ago Pastor 
Hahn began afternoon services in near- 
by Thomaston. 


Let Others Know 

Our new mission in Corpus Christi 
was not included in the congregational 
register in our 1944 U. L. C. A. Year 
Book. Would you, dear reader, write 
in your new Year Book the following 
items in their proper place just above 
Colettoville on page 193? Corpus 
Christi; United Lutheran Mission; Y. M. 
C. A.; J. F. Vorkoper; E; baptized, 40; 
confirmed, 31; communing, 25. ou... 
RA ie Se oN VD a cB Thank you. 
And please let those who move to this 
crowded city know about your new 
mission church there? 

We have had difficulty in finding a 
place to hold services because of the 
crowded and inflated condition of the 
city. It is our hope that a place will be 
secured before Easter if present plans 
mature. For the eleven months in 1943 
that we were in existence, over $1,100 
was received by all organizations and 
$525 was spent. 


Good news came from George West 
congregation recently. The Rev. J. C. A. 
Pfenninger reports that extra lots have 
been sold from their large property 
there that will liquidate the present in- 
debtedness on the new parsonage. The 
entire parish, St. Paul’s, George West; 
Holy Cross, Pawnee; St. Michael’s, Ray 
Point, have entered the contributory 
Pension Plan. 


Fifty Years of Service 


The Hon. Benjamin Apple was hon- 
ored January 3 by the J. M. Francis 
Bible Class, of Zion Church, Sunbury, 
Pa., of which he has been teacher for 
fifty years. There is only one charter 
member of the class now on the roll. 

In spite of bad weather conditions, 
ninety members and friends gathered 
at the anniversary dinner to do honor 
to Mr. Apple. Interesting letters of 
greeting were read from former pastors 
of Zion Church, Sunbury. Dr. G. Morris 
Smith, president of Susquehanna Uni- 
versity, was the main speaker. 

In special recognition of Mr. Apple’s 
fifty years of faithful service the class 
placed flowers on the altar the Sunday 
preceding the anniversary, and pre- 
sented him with a birthday cake, a 
Bible dictionary, and a Golden Anni- 
versary booklet containing autograph 
signatures of all those in attendance. 
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NEBRASKA SYNOD SMALL IN NUMBERS BUT ACTIVE IN WORKS 


“LUTHERAN World Action,” “Members 
in Service,” “Increased Benevolences,” 
“Congregational Items,’ “Synodical 
Convention,” etc., so read the headlines 
of the Nebraska Synod. Yes, headlines 
indicate news, and news of action is the 
story of Cornhusker Lutheranism. 

With an increase of 41 per cent in 
synod in the offering for Lutheran 
World Action in 1943 over 1942 the aim 
for 1944 is another increase to make it 
100 per cent. Twenty-eight congrega- 
tions reached their full quota last year. 

Incomplete reports, coming from con- 
gregations, show that in twenty-nine 
congregations 1,571 men and women are 
in the country’s service, with thirteen 
gold stars on the service flags. Service 
inductees leaving congregational activ- 
ities is cutting deep into the work of 
many congregations. 


St. Luke’s, Omaha, will be host to the 
convention of the Nebraska Synod, 
April 24-26, the Rev. Arthur Pinkall 
pastor. 

Midland College will entertain the 
Mississippi Valley regional conference 
of the International Relations Club, 
with prominent speakers on the pro- 
gram. Western Seminary students and 
faculty supply pulpits in twenty to 
twenty-five churches every Sunday in 
five adjacent synods. This is the work 
of a small synod in itself, giving stu- 
dents much practical experience and 
keeping congregations active during 
this period of shortage of pastors. 

John Rupley, Sr., chairman of the 
synodical Stewardship Committee, is 
finding satisfaction in increased syn- 
odical benevolences. Luther Memorial 
Mission, Omaha, the Rev. William Most 
pastor, is leading the synod in percent- 
age paid—132 per cent for a total of 
$410. Salem, Fremont, Dr. A. O. Frank 
pastor, is second with 108.5 per cent, 
total $2,475. North Platte, Dr. G. K. 
Rubrecht pastor, is third with 105 per 
cent, total $2,505. Grace, Lincoln, the 
Rev. L. S. Lesher pastor, is fourth with 
102.8 per cent, total $2,303. York, J. B. 
Rupley, Jr., pastor, is fifth with 101.7 
per cent, total $364. Congregations gain- 
ing 100 per cent: Davenport, St. Luke’s; 
Omaha, Potter, Sutherland and Teka- 
mah. Synod’s benevolence in 1943 was 
$41,304 as compared with $29,417 in 
1942, 

Foreign Mission Committee Chair- 
man Henry Dumler is successfully 
arousing more interest in missions and 
arranging for the deputation meetings 
in synod this spring. A “Preaching 
Mission” sponsored by the synodical 
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Committee of Social Missions is sched- 
uled for the Easter-Pentecost season, 
endeavoring to preserve the Easter en- 
thusiasm for a longer period. 

The new Sunday school lesson ma- 
terials will receive an introduction in a 
series of coaching meetings arranged by 
the synodical Committee of Parish Life 
and Work, the Rev. W. W. Alexander, 
chairman. 

Women’s Missionary Society pres- 
ident, Mrs. G. Keller Rubrecht, by a 
strenuous but effective visitation and 
speaking program is bringing her mis- 
sionary zeal to bear upon the local 
societies. 


Congregationally Speaking 

Paxton-Sutherland Parish, the Rev. 
E. C. Mortensen pastor, voted to enter 
the contributory pénsion plan and is 
number 212. Paxton’s benevolences in- 
creased 24 per cent. 


Broadwater. Seminarian Raymond 
Bartels, supply, is conducting services 
at Messiah Church on alternate Sun- 
days, has organized a catechetical/ class 
and is doing youth work. 


Wolbach. Trinity Church, C. B. 
Harman, D.D., supply pastor, has made 
repairs to the parsonage with the hope 
of calling a pastor to the field. Nine 
young people were recently confirmed. 


North Platte. First Church, G. K. 
Rubrecht, D.D., pastor, reports a bap- 
tized membership of 1,143, confirmed 
membership 893, reached an all-time 


f high for the communing membership of 


552; and issued a fine 46-page official 
year book, indicating a splendid year 
of progress. 


Oshkosh-Lewellen, the Rev. W. C. 
Heidenreich pastor, voted to increase 
the pastor’s salary and improve the 
property. 


Sidney, W. T. Kahse, D.D., will soon 
observe the twenty-third anniversary 
of his pastorate at Trinity Church. Dr. 
Kahse, one of the synod’s pioneers, 
strongly believes that congregations in 
the far western portion of the state can- 
not live when pastors have the “wan- 
derlust.” He believes in holding on and 
working steadfastly even though the 
returns may not be encouraging. 


Emerson, the Rev. R. R. Pfeiffer pas- 
tor. St. Luke’s, a semi-rural congre- 
gation, gained seventy in the com- 
muning membership in 1943, a splendid 
example to others in similar conditions. 
This, in spite of a 10 per cent decrease 


in the state’s population, is all the more 
encouraging. 


Leigh. Senior Harry J. Mumm, who 
will graduate from Western Seminary 
this spring, has been supplying this 
congregation all winter. He accepted 
the call and will become the pastor af- 


ter ordination at the meeting of synod. 


Increase in communing membership 
and a 300 per cent increase in benev- 
olence payment, mark his work. 


Hooper, the Rev. Paul de Freese pas- 
tor. Youthful enthusiasm and energy 
is showing its results in new stained 
glass windows in Grace Church, in- 
crease in benevolence giving, youth 
work and other activities. 


Scribner-Snyder, the Rey. R. V. 
Davis pastor. Increased the building 
fund $1,000, received twenty-one adult 
members and is successfully holding 
the youth to the church. 


Vacoma, the Rev. Paul Wiegman pas- 
tor. St. John’s celebrated their fiftieth 
anniversary with President J. C. Her- 
shey and Dr. F. C. Wiegman as the 
speakers. The congregation voted ren- 
ovations on the building and new serv- 
ice hymnals. 


Falls City. St. Paul’s Church, the 
Rev. H. C. Cordts pastor, observed their 
thirtieth anniversary in December, in- 
creased their building fund $2,704 that 
day, and is awaiting permission from 
the OPA to continue their building pro- 
gram. This is the third largest congre- 
gation in synod. 


Davenport. Christ Church, the Rev. 
Henry Dumler pastor, reports benev- 
olence paid in full, redecorating the 
church interior, new rug in the chancel 
and other improvements. Gifts to 
Tabitha Home of fresh meat at Christ- 
mas was valued at $60. Men in service 
have presented the congregation with 
a memorial baptismal font. Youth work 
is flourishing here. 


Fremont, A. O. Frank pastor. Ninety- 
one members were added to the con- 
firmed membership of Salem Church 
during the year, with a like increase in 
the communing membership, making 
1943 the best year for church attend- 
ance and financial contributions. 


In Omaha 


Grace Church, the Rev. H. J. Goede 
pastor, dedicated memorial gifts of 
bronze candelabra, altar service book, 
missal stand and 110 Common Service 
Books. Home altar devotional booklet 
use increased 400 per cent in 1943. 


Redeemer Church, the Rev. G. Gies- 
chen pastor, with an increase in mem- 
bership, in congregational contribu- 
tions, an active Brotherhood, Mission- 
ary Society and Luther League, made 
the year 1943 a blessed one. 
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First Church, the Rev. A. W. Young 
pastor. Welcome back to Nebraska 
Synod, Pastor Young! Des Moines’ loss 
is our gain. Physical improvements in 
the church property marked the work 
during the vacancy, so all is in readi- 
ness for the renewed work. 


St. Luke’s Church, the Rev. A. H. 
Pinkall pastor, reports the largest com- 


muning membership in the history of 
the church, and a junior choir singing 
every Sunday in the service of the 
church school. 


Luther Memorial Church, the Rev. 
W. F. Most pastor, reduced its build- 
ing debt by $2,664, and keeps in touch 
with the service men by a monthly 
letter. 


P. O Fsville Conference Then 


CHURCHES CARE FOR THE PRESENT AND PLAN FOR THE FUTURE 


THE annual Pre-Lenten Retreat for 
the pastors of the Pottsville Conference 
was held at Trinity Church, Pottsville, 
with twenty-three pastors present. 
Communion was administered at the 
morning session by the officers of con- 
ference, the Rev. F. L. Hemmig pres- 
ident, and the Rev. F. S. Blank secre- 
tary. Dr. E. W. Weber, pastor of the 
host church, preached the sermon in the 
absence of the Rev. W. L. Gallenkamp 
of Frackville, who is recovering from 
injuries received in an automobile ac- 
cident. 

During the luncheon hour, the Rev. 
A. E. Polerack spoke briefly on the Lu- 
theran World Action program. The Rev. 
G. J. Martin and the Rev. Oscar Weber, 
members of the Stewardship Commit- 
tee, presented the stewardship film, 
“This Is My Church.” 

The afternoon session consisted of 
four brief Lenten meditations and a 
paper. The Rev. C. A. Steigerwalt, 
Friedensburg, spoke on, “Christ and 
His Faltering Friends’; the Rev. R. E. 
Kramer, Mahanoy City, “Christ Meets 
Open Opposition”; the Rev. C. M. Kern, 
Ringtown, “Christ Meets the World’s 
Sins”; and the Rev. H. Engle, New 
Ringgold, “Christ, My Substitute.” 
These meditations were followed by a 
paper by the Rev. C. E. Huegel of 
Orwigsburg on, “The Practical Observ- 
ance of Lent.” 


The Rev. R. E. Kramer, pastor of 
Christ Church, Mahanoy City, recently 
observed the fifth anniversary of his 
pastorate here. 


"Sacrifice Sunday" 

A special observance of “Sacrifice 
Sunday” at Zion Church, Frackville, 
the Rev. W. L. Gallenkamp pastor, 
| brought an offering large enough to 
wipe out the final installment of a 
twenty-one-year-old debt. The beau- 
tiful structure in which Zion congrega- 
tion is housed was erected in 1923 at a 
total cost of $265,000. Gifts and memo- 
rials of $65,000 left a total indebtedness 
of $200,000, which has now been re- 
moved entirely. 
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A number of special services high- 
lighted the occasion. Pre-Lenten Com- 
munion was administered at 10 o’clock. 
An afternoon session was held by the 
Sunday school, at which time greetings 
and felicitations were brought by vis- 
iting clergymen. Dr. E. W. Weber of 
Pottsville spoke on, “The Soul of a 
Congregation.” Other speakers were 
the Rev. Fred S. Blank, Leck Kill, and 
the Rev. Dr. Edwin S. Smoll, pastor 
emeritus of Christ Church, Schuylkill 
Haven, who served Zion Church as sup- 
ply pastor sixty years ago. The Rev. 
G. H. U. Shiery, Girardville, and the 
Rev. J. M. Witmer, pastor of St. Peter’s 
Reformed Church, Frackville, brought 
greetings. The devotional service was 
in charge of Mr. David Wagner, super- 
intendent of Zion Sunday school, and 
Mr. Albert McCabe, a former superin- 
tendent. Miss Marion Heeb of Harris- 
burg sang. 


A service of rededication was held 
recently at St. Paul Church, Middleport, 
the Rev. A. E. Polcrack pastor. The 
newly renovated Sunday school was 
filled to capacity by members of the 
congregation and visitors, among 
whom were many former members of 
the congregation. The work of renova- 
tion includes redecorating of the Sun- 
day school room and vestibule, the in- 
stallation of a stoker heating unit, ex- 
cavation of a furnace room and lav- 
atory, and the installation of a com- 
pletely equipped kitchen on the ground 
floor. 


Active Auxiliaries 

Members of the Women’s Missionary 
Society of St. Paul’s Church, Port Car- 
bon, are at present engaged on a sew- 
ing project for the Orphans’ Home at 
Topton. Aprons, pinafores and dresses 
for young girls will be sent to the home 
in the very near future. The group has 
also gathered clothing and other mate- 
rials for the Good Shepherd Home at 
Allentown. Officers of this energetic 
group are Mrs. Charles Fisher, pres- 
ident; Mrs. Robert Evans, secretary; 
and Mrs. John J. Miller, treasurer. 


Members of the Luther League pre- 
sented “Gone with the Girls,” as a part 
of their campaign to raise funds for the 
purchase of War Bonds to be presented 
to the building fund of the church. Miss 
Doris Wesner and Mrs. Harry McNeely 
directed the play. 

A beautiful Communion Table, the 
handiwork of Mr. Robert Allison, a 
member of the church council, was ded- 
icated on Septuagesima Sunday. The 
table was presented to the congregation 
by Mr. and Mrs. Allison. 


Children Are Remembered 

Lenten services for children are being 
held every Friday afternoon at Trinity 
Church, Pottsville, and St. Paul Church, 
Port Carbon. Daily Matins are also 
held at Trinity Church. 


The Rev. Leroy M. Wuchter, pastor 
of Atonement Church, Wyomissing, 
Pa., was the guest speaker at the an- 
nual banquet of the Sunday School As- 
sociation of Trinity Church, Pottsville. 
Mr. Robert C. Bader, superintendent, 
presided at the banquet and at the busi- 
ness meeting of the association. 


Lutheran World Action 

Groundwork for Lutheran World 
Action has been laid in the Pottsville 
Conference with a meeting of the five 
district chairmen and the conference 
chairman. Pastor A. E. Polcrack of Port. 
Carbon, is conference chairman. Dis- 
trict chairmen are Pastors C, E. Huegel, 
Orwigsburg; Oscar Weber, Pottsville; 
I. F. Frankenfield, Tower City; C..M. 
Kern, Ringtown; and William E. Nye, 
Shenandoah. The first of the district 
meetings has already been held under 
the supervision of District Chairman 
Huegel, with others to follow. 


Pastor G. J. Martin, conference stew- 
ardship chairman, is arranging steward- 
ship meetings in all congregations of the 
Pottsville Conference. Meetings already ~ 
held include those at Pottsville, Port 
Carbon, Nuremberg. An effort is being 
made to show the stewardship film, 
“This Is My Church,” and the Lutheran 
World Action film, “Love’s Working 
Arm,” as a “double feature.” 


Susquehanna University 


SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY, Selins- 
grove, Pa., has gained the privilege of 
naming a $75,000 pursuit ship by selling 
more than its quota of war bonds in the 
Fourth War Loan Drive. 

“Susquehanna University” is the 
name selected by the members of the 
student body for the ship. 

Miss Lenora Allison, of the business 
education faculty, was the faculty 
chairman in the successful campaign; 
Miss Catherine Fox of Bloomfield, N. J., 
the student chairman. 
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PASTORS BEGIN WORK IN THEIR NEW PARISHES 


Amonc the casualties of our wartime 
has been the “1943 Minutes of the 23d 
Annual Convention of the Synod of 
Ohio” held last May in Lancaster. This 
publication was reported “missing” for 
nearly nine months. But to the delight 
of our militant forces here in Ohio, this 
valuable volume came to light the mid- 
dle of February. Its belated appearance 
has caused said volume to lose none of 
its attractiveness. It has nearly two 
hundred pages, lists 265 pastors, 18 of 
whom are or have been on the foreign 
mission field, 280 congregations having 
a baptized membership of 106,303; 279 
Sunday school with an enrollment in 
all departments of nearly 50,000. The 
synod has property valued at 
$10,590,817; pays 82 per cent of its 
$245,000 apportionment; and does a 
$1,425,000 business annually. Synod will 
meet in Mansfield, at the First Church, 
Dr. Grover Swoyer pastor, May 22-25. 


We “absconded” while at Lakeside 
last summer with a printed map of “The 
Lutheran Churches of Cleveland and 
Adjacent Areas,” left there by the 
American Lutheran group. This shows 
the location of our Lutheran churches 
in that area. It might be of some value 
to remember that the Synodical Con- 
ference, according to this tabulation, 
has forty-nine churches there; the U. L. 
C. A. fifteen, the A. L. C. nine. Other 
smaller groups are also represented. 


Dr. Nicely at Dover 


George W. Nicely, D.D., former pas- 
tor of First Church, Johnstown, Pa 


ministry in Grace Church, Dover, Jan- 
uary 23. Mrs. Nicely is the sister of 
Dean Luther Weigle of Yale Divinity 
School. They enter a fruitful field in 
the Dover area. The Dover church is 
old. Records show that 107 years ago 
thirty-four persons filed into the old- 
fashioned village schoolhouse to wor- 
ship one Sunday. From that group 
there came in 1837 the present Grace 
Church. A parish school building ad- 
joins the church now. The school has 
an enrollment of 450 members and the 
church has a confirmed membership of 
600. In 1942 the interior of the church 
was transformed into a very beautiful 
place of worship. The property value 
is $178,000. 

The parsonage, a large, old-fashioned 
building once used as a _ sanitarium 
and located beside the church on Pub- 
lic Square, has been leased for a seven- 
year period to the National Housing 
Agency. It will be remodeled into an 
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By L. W. Sirrerp 


apartment building, and the congrega- 


tion will seek a new parsonage. 


In harmony with the Evangelistic 
Program of the Federal Council of 
Churches, the Strasburg Congregation, 
the Rev. Lloyd M. Riggle pastor, de- 
voted the week of February 13 to spe- 
cial preaching services. The guest 
preacher was Henry C. Roehner, D.D., 
of the Uniontown Parish. 


The Rev. George F. Dittmar, pastor 
for ten years of the St. Paris Parish, 
was installed in the Bolivar-Zoarville 
work early in February. The Rev. 
Walden Holl, who supplied the churches 
during the vacancy, conducted the in- 
stallation services. 


Pastor Edward Scharf has been 
chosen president of the Baltic Farmers’ 
Institute for 1944. 


Pre-Lenten Retreat 

A Pre-Lenten Retreat was held Feb- 
ruary 22 in Trinity Church, Canton, by 
the A. L. C. and U. L. C. pastors of this 
section. The Communion was admin- 
istered. The devotions were conducted 
by Pastor Ebert of Canton; the liturgist 
was Dr. Hax of Massillon, and the ser- 
mon was preached by the Rev. Tom B. 
Homrighausen of Canton. These two 
synodical groups have been holding 
joint ministerial meetings quarterly for 
a number of years. 


What Ministers Read 

A prominent minister in New York 
City reads, it is said, an average of 
seven books a week. When one reads 
his book, Prayer, with its compact 332 
pages, one allows the statement to 
stand. One has no way of knowing how 
much our ministers read—unless it is 
the intelligent layman in the pew. A 
missionary superintendent came into 
our study one ,day; and while there 
some reference was made to books. The 
conversation led him to say that ap- 
parently our Lutheran ministers were 
not reading much. He was thinking of 
the homes he had been in; he was 
thinking of the absence, as far as he 
could see, of books and periodicals our 
men ought to have been reading. Of 
course there is much in books these 
days, as well as in periodicals, that is 
not worth reading. A strict censorship 
should be in place here as well as in 
movies. But the missionary superin- 
tendent seemed grieved that there were 
ministers who were not availing them- 
selves of the many splendid aids the 
literary field was producing. 


The criticism of the missionary su- 
perintendent does not apply to every 
preacher’s study. Here in Tuscarawas 
County, in the heart of East Ohio, our 
ten or twelve pastors and their wives 
have a habit of holding monthly meet- 
ings. These are held in the parsonages 
and covered dinners are the rule. A 
recent meeting was held in the parson- 
age at New Philadelphia. In the church 
study Pastor Holl has a table 5 x 12 
adjoining his work-table on which we 
found the following periodicals: 


THe LUTHERAN 

The Parish School 

The National Lutheran 
Lutheran Woman’s Work 
Ecclesia Plantanda 

The Christian Century 

The Christian Century Pulpit 
Current Religious Thought 
The Pulpit Digest 

The Christian Herald 

The Protestant Voice 

Good Business 

The Nation’s Business 
Foreign Service 

Scouting 

N. Y. Herald Book Review Section 
The Dawn 

Reader’s Digest 

Ohio Christian News 

The Gideon 


One might find some flagrant omis- 
sions, such as, The Luther League Re- 
view, Lutheran Men, The Lutheran 
Church Quarterly. 

Some of the books on the work table 
were: 

But Christ Did Rise—Strodach (U.L.C.A.) 

Changing Emphasis in American 
Preaching—Thompson 

Is God Emeritus—Mathews 

Rebuilding Our World—Sperry 

A Man Stood Up to Preach—Jones 

With Christ in a Shell Hole 

Christianity in a Changing World—Case 

Some to Be Pastors—Pleune 

The Thrill of Tradition—Moffatt 

The Christ Men Need—Geiseman 

Decision and Destiny—Clarke 

Radiant Certainty—Alistair MacLean 
(English Book) 


A Splendid Record by an 
Active Church 


Philadelphia, Pa. The progress of 
Bethel Church has been steadily for- 
ward through the forty-two years of 
its history. Today, this congregation ” 
ranks second in number of communi- 
cant members, according to the 1944 
Year Book, in the city of Philadelphia. 
Under the capable leadership of her 
successive / pastors—Luther B. Hafer, 
Charles W. Heathcote, Clifford E. Hays, 


- Daniel E. Rupley, and Jacob E. Rudi- 


sill—they built into an aggressive and 
formidable power for righteousness. 
The present pastor, Dr. Ivan H. Hage- 
dorn, has served longer than any of his 
predecessors—eleven years. 

Bethel is situated in the midst of an 
industrial section. The trend has been 
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for families to move out into the sub- 
urbs, but the membership has been 
kept intact. As a consequence, some 
big projects have been undertaken, and 
with a loyal and devoted constituency 
have been carried through successfully. 
Not the least among these was the 
building of an addition to the church 
_to house the growing Sunday school. 
Begun in 1938, at the crest of the eco- 
nomic depression, the work went for- 
ward with speed. Ground was broken 
December 31, 1939, and the dedication 
took place May 5, 1940. The total cost 
of the new building and equipment was 
well over $30,000. This amount was 
raised without the aid of a financial ex- 
pert or a subscription blank. The peo- 
ple through regular and systematic giv- 
ing, in the recommended spiritual man- 
ner, in a little more than three years 
paid off the indebtedness. 

And so, at the climax of the forty- 
second anniversary services, held Jan- 
uary 30, 1944, the mortgage-burning 
ceremony was held. Mr. George 
Schladensky, chairman of the Finance 
Committee, pictured the steps leading 
to the assumption of the obligation, and 
his young son applied the torch. 

In gratitude to God, the congregation 
has now assumed the support of a mis- 
sionary. All the anniversary services 
made evident the fact that the congre- 
gation was happy and united. Among 
the speakers were Dr. G. Elson Ruff 
and Mr. Philip E. Howard. Possibly one 
of the most interesting services was 
that held Sunday evening, January 23. 
Bethel has 190 young people in the 
armed services of our country. It was 
‘the desire that this fine group be rep- 
resented on one of the anniversary oc- 
casions. With this in mind, a service 
was set aside for them. Special invita- 
tions were sent to their homes, in order 
to insure the presence of their fam- 
ilies. A special prayer for our young 
people and for peace was offered. 

During the eleven years of Dr. Hage- 
dorn’s pastorate, 523 children were bap- 
tized, 214 weddings solemnized, 1,077 
members received, and 398 funerals 
conducted. Last year, the total budget 
for current expense and benevolence 
was over $26,000. 


School of Missions 


Miss Exvira Strunk, M.Sc., a mis- 
sionary to China who is at present 
teaching in the Moravian College for 
Women, Bethlehem, Pa., closed a most 
successful school of missions in Beth- 
lehem which was sponsored by the Lu- 
theran Pastoral Association and met for 
five successive Tuesday evenings in 
Salem Church of which Dr. G, Franklin 
Gehr is pastor. 

Miss Strunk was assisted by repre- 
sentatives of the Women’s Missionary 
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If You're Going to 


the Movies 


CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF 
CURRENT FILMS 


PREPARED BY INDEPENDENT FILMSCORES, 
A PRIVATE REVIEWING SERVICE. 


NEW PICTURES 


For Family: Happy Land, Hit the Ice, 
The Human Comedy, In Which We Serve, 
Lassie Come Home, Madame Curie, My 
Friend Flicka, Report from the Aleutians, 
Saludos Amigos, The Silent Village, This 
Is the Army, Thousands Cheer. 

For Mature Audience: Action in the 
North Atlantic, Claudia, Corvette K-225, 
Desert Victory, Destination Tokyo, Guadal- 
canal Diary, Holy Matrimony, The Ox- 
Bow Incident, Sahara, Watch on the Rhine, 
The Young Mr. Pitt. 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 


The Cross of Lorraine (MGM). Pierre 
Aumont, Gene Kelly, Peter Lorre. Melo- 
drama. French soldiers in German prison 
camp ‘suffer tortures, see priest shot for 
daring to conduct prayers, etc.; escape, gain 
revenge. . . . Goes all out for “Beast of 
Berlin” type of propaganda, painting all 
Nazis as sadistic perverts, with revolting 
details of torture. Overdone, hate-inspir- 
ing. M. 

The Desert Song (War.). Irene Manning, 
Dennis Morgan, Lynne Overman. Melo- 
drama. Famous musical comedy romance 
has been “brought up to date” by center- 
ing interest on German spy plot in Mo- 
rocco, which Riffs frustrate. . . . Strains so 
hard to provide Nazi motivation for vil- 


Society of the churches that co-oper- 
ated, the Luther League, Sunday school 
superintendents, and members of the 
church councils. The total enrollment 
was 209, of whom 200 came from four- 
teen congregations. The average at- 
tendance was 115. 

Churches represented were: in Beth- 
lehem—Grace, Holy Trinity, Rosemont, 
Salem, St. John, St. Mark, St. Matthew, 
St. Peter, and St. Stephen; St. John, 
Bath; Friedens, Friedensville; Christ 
Church, Freemansburg; Christ Church, 
Hellertown; St. Peter, Moorestown. 

The first thirty-minute period of each 
session was a topical study on World 
Missions in Acts and the Epistles led 
by Pastors Benjamin Lotz, Byron R. 
Stauffer, Walter A. Kuntzleman, Melvin 
A. Kurtz and Donald L. Steinhauer. 
The second half hour dealt with “The 
Fields in Which We Serve,” and was 
presented in a gripping way by Miss 
Strunk, who was ably assisted by Dr. 
Elizabeth Hartman, a former teacher in 
Madras College for Women in India; 
Dr. Myrtle Pider, a former professor in 
Tokyo Woman’s Christian College; and 
Mrs. Ernest A. Stiegler, Miss Frances 


lainy that it lacks spontaneity, fails to con- 
vince, while splendid music of original is 
watered down to a minimum. Fair. M, Y. 


The Miracle of Morgan’s Creek (Par.). 
Eddie Bracken, Wm. Demarest, Betty Hut- 
ton, Diana Lynn. Farce. Hilarious doings 
in village when police chief’s daughter is 
caught with impending baby and no mem- 
ory of who her two-hour soldier husband 
might have been, while timid suitor comes 
to her aid... . Regrettable that such expert 
use of comedy in direction and character- 
ization is lent to a situation not funny, but 
filled with tragedy of which film gives no 
hint. Much of action is slapstick. Expert 
talents wasted on shoddy material. M. 


The Racket Man (Col.). Jean Bates, 
Tom Neal. Melodrama. Ex-racketeer, re- 
formed by army, suffers ostracism, dies on 
secret mission for F. B. I. . . . Routine, 
time-worn theme of gangster reform, with 
stilted performances and direction. M, Y. 


Sweden's Middle Way (The March of 
Time). Documentary. News shots of Swe- 
den’s activity in midst of war, emphasizing 
balance of economic life, reason for com- 
promise, increasing defiance. ... A well- 
balanced compilation, expertly assembled. 
Interesting, timely. M, Y, C. 


Whispering Footsteps (Rep.). Joan Blair, 
Chas. Halton, John Hubbard. Drama. How 
chance resemblance to wanted killer and 
chain of circumstances lead to persecution 
of small-town bank clerk by neighbors 
and suspicious police. . . . An intriguing 
plot that with effective writing and direc- 
tion could have been an excellent suspense 
film; as it is, scattered, of only moderate 
interest. M, Y. 


“MI means “may appeal to mature audience” 
“Y’? means “may appeal to youth” 
“C” means “may appeal to children” 


Gangewere, Mrs. William J. Hreidler, 
and Mrs. Catherine Scholl. 

The last period was devoted to the 
study of “The Home Church and World 
Missions.” The leaders were Harvey 
F. T. Wartman, Edwin L. Shupp, Robert 
R. Rinker, Ralph L. Bieber and Donald 
B. Mancke, who reported on what their 
respective congregations were doing 
and what part the local congregation 
can play in mission work. 

The committee appointed by the 
president of the Association, the Rev. 
William C. Berkemeyer, consisted of 
the Rev. David H. Frederick, the Rev. 
Henry J. Croushore and the Rev. Cor- 
son C. Snyder. D. H. FREDERICK. 


Planning for the Future 


New York, N. Y. St. Paul’s Church, 
900 East 156th Street, has just com- 
pleted the transactions whereby it has 
secured a corner property 100 x 175 feet 
adjacent to the Metropolitan Life In- 
surance model community in New York 
City known as “Parkchester.”’ On this 
property it plans to build a church and 
parish hall when the war is over. 
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God’s Living Truths 


By Leander M. Zimmerman 


Pocket Size. Cloth Bound. Postpaid, 50 cents. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN : 
“Placed on the bedside table or carried 

along on a journey, or perchance mailed to 

an interested service man, its devotional 


content will fit into many a spiritual need.” 


THE LUTHERAN STANDARD 
“Some spiritual insights _can_ come only 


with age and experience. Dr. Zimmerman’s 
words offer such insights with conviction 
and comfort for readers of all ages.” 
THE WATCHMAN EXAMINER 

“God’s Living Truths will gladden many 
a life and encourage all its readers to enjoy 
the provisions of God’s grace.” 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT 

“A delightful pocket volume of helpful 
meditations, with a fitting benediction to a 
splendid little volume.”’ 


Order from 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


HALF-TONE ELECTROTYPES 
For the embellishment of Church Printing 
Our Portfolio of 300 subjects 


FREE to Ministers 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 
296 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 


ACCOMPANIST, experienced, music graduate. 
Young lady desires to play for singers and 
concerts. Central Studio, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Address: A. J. A., c/o The Lutheran, 13th and 
Spruce Sts., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


YOUR ADDRESS 


Is your name and address correct as it 

appears on the address label of this copy 

| of “The Lutheran?” If not, will you 

| please clip the label from this issue, indi- 

cate on it the necessary corrections, and 

mail it to “The Lutheran,” 13th and 
Spruce Sts., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


If you change your address, please send 
a written notice, giving the old as well 
as the new address, to “The Lutheran” 
two weeks before the change is to bey 
come effective. 

This service will save “The Lutheran” 
many dollars since the Post Office De- 
partment now makes a charge of Two 
Cents for reporting a change of address 

| to the publisher. Formerly this was done 
free. Your co-operation also will avoid 
| errors. 


THANK YOU 


for a Sine single 
room with bath 


$50 to*7.00 Double 


1000 ROOMS - 1000 BATHS 
Write for Maps and Booklet 


Prince George 
Hotel 4528 


George H. Newton ~-Manager 
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St. Paul’s is one of the old established - 


churches in the city, having started its 
organization in 1879 and having finally 
reached the point of incorporation in 
1882. Last spring the Rev. Glenn H. 
Rudisill was called to be pastor of the 
congregation following the death of Dr. 
Gustav H. Tappert. Mr. Rudisill had 
served the congregation as assistant 
pastor following his graduation from 
seminary. Pastor Rudisill found a well- 
established congregation, but one whose 
members no longer lived in the vicinity 
of the church. Plans were discussed as 
to the future and the decision was 
reached to secure a new location for 
after the war. The purchase of this 
land adjacent to Parkchester comes as 
a result of that planning. It is felt that 
in this new location the church will be 
able to carry on its services for its old 
members and at the same time be of 
service to the community. 

Parkchester was erected as a model 
community, having complete services 
within itself. It is really a city within 
the great city of New York. The pop- 
ulation of Parkchester is about 35,000 
persons who live in about 12,500 apart- 
ments. The community has its own 
theater, post office, playgrounds, shop- 
ping centers, and will have, after the 
war, its own schools. It lacks only 
churches. St. Paul’s is fortunate in the 
fact that it is the only Protestant church 
that has any plans for serving this com- 
munity. With a nucleus of some 800 
members now in the congregation, St. 
Paul’s should be able to establish a 
splendid congregation in its new loca- 
tion. 


Carthage College 


PREPARATIONS have been made to hold 


‘ Religious Emphasis Week at Carthage 


College, Carthage, IIll., the week imme- 
diately preceding Lent. Edward A. 
Piper, D.D., president of the Iowa 
Synod, and the Rev. K. Bruno Neu- 
mann, pastor of Grace Church, Peoria, 
will be on the campus during the week 
as speakers, worship directors and re- 
ligious advisers for students. 

Mrs. Mary Tressler Newcomer, who 
has been alumni secretary for many 
years, is recovering from a long period 
of confinement due to a fractured leg 
sustained in a fall. Mrs. Newcomer is 
the daughter of the founder of the col- 
lege and is well acquainted with the 
history and traditions of Carthage. 

Prof. W. Carl Spielman, head of the 


history department, is preparing a his-" 


tory of the college to be ready for pub- 
lication at the seventy-fifth anniversary 
celebration in 1945. 

Two additional members of the fac- 
ulty have been granted leave of absence 
for the duration of the war: Prof. Mor- 
ris F. Stubbs, Ph.D., chemistry, and Mr. 


Charles Roberts, journalism; the one as 
a chemist in the military training pro- 
gram, the other in the army. 

Dr. 
dressed the student body on the subject, 


Mithrapuram Alexander ad- — 


“Clash of World Forces in India,” Feb- : 


ruary 11. Dr. Merte W. Boyer. 


Newberry College 


Tue eighty-seventh commencement — 


of Newberry College, Newberry, S. C., 
and the first under the war accelerated 
program was held Sunday, February 13. 
Because of war conditions, all the ex- 


ercises were limited to the one day. 


There were capacity audiences for each 


of the three events. 
In the morning at the Lutheran 


Church of the Redeemer the baccalau- — 


reate sermon was delivered by Chap- 
lain (Capt.) E. B. Keisler of the United 
States Army, Camp Wheeler, Ga. Dr. 
Keisler is pastor of the congregation 
and is on leave of absence while serving 
in the army. He spoke forcefully on 
“Girded with Power.” The Rev. Karl 
W. Kinard, president of the South Caro- 
lina Synod, was the liturgist and was 
assisted by R. A. Goodman, D.D., who 
serves Redeemer as supply pastor. 

In the early afternoon a military pa- 
rade and review of the V-12 Navy unit 
was given in honor of Commander A. S. 
Adams (U.S. N. (Ret.), of the Bureau 


of Naval Personnel, Washington, D. C., - 


who had come to Newberry to make the 
address at their graduation ceremonies. 

Following the review the graduating 
exercises were held in the Newberry 
High School auditorium. Commander 
Adams, who has charge of V-12 train- 
ing, used as his subject, “Coming On 
the Range.” In a strikingly graphic way 
he compared the graduates to men on 
a ship when the target:has been sighted. 
He emphasized the necessity for loy- 
alty not only to-one’s superiors but also 
to subordinates, and he stressed the 
need for the use of keen judgment 
which comes from thorough prepara- 
tion. Said the naval officer, “To the 
degree that you possess and continue to 
develop these qualities of loyalty and 
judgment will depend the effectiveness 
with which you hit the target of suc- 
cessful living.” 

In addition to parents and friends of 
the graduates and many other visitors 
from various sections of the college ter- 
ritory, the entire personnel of the navy 
unit were present to hear Commander 
Adams. At the conclusion of the ad- 
dress the audience joined the trainees 
in singing the hymn beloved by navy 
men everywhere, “Eternal Father! 
Strong to Save.” 

President James C. Kinard presented 
diplomas to the twenty-seven members 
of the graduating class. 
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A Quarter Century of 
Good Work 


‘Tue annual meeting of the Associa- — 


tion of the Lutheran Church Home for 
the Aged and Infirm of Central New 
York, was held in the Church of the 
Redeemer, Utica, N. Y., February 14. 
A budget of $11,000 was adopted. This 
is an increase of $1,500 over last year’s, 
due to rising costs and needed repairs. 
The annual financial campaign is sched- 
uled to open April 30. 

This year marks the twenty-fifth an- 
niversary of the establishment of the 
Association. The first meeting was held 
February 19, 1919, and a week later the 
Association was organized. The prop- 
erty at Clinton, N. Y., was purchased 
in the fall of 1920, and the Home was 
opened’ for inspection December 11, 
1920, and three days later occupied by 
the first of the applicants. 

The Home has a resident member- 
ship of twenty-four, two more than its 
capacity and a sizable waiting list. A 
committee was appointed to study the 
need of an increase in facilities. 

Tribute was paid Miss Emelia Ber- 
mon, who has served as matron for 
fifteen years. 

The following were elected: Pres- 
ident, Martin J. Jensen; vice-president, 
Albert Germann; secretary, Edward. W. 
Juergensen; financial secretary, Henry 
Zoeckler; treasurer, Eugene A. Hieber; 
chairman, board of trustees, Clarence 
Snyder. Martin J. JENSEN. 


PERSONAL 


The Rev. C. A. Almer, pastor of the 
Mt. Carmel Church, Minneapolis, Minn., 
entered the school for army chaplains 
December 31, 1943. His congregation 
at its annual meeting January 11 de- 
clined to accept his resignation and of- 
fered him a leave of absence for the 
duration of the war plus six months. 
Pastor Almer has been at Mt. Carmel 
Church for three years and has brought 
it to a position of strength. 


In the presence of a large congrega- 
tion that filled St. Peter’s Church, 54th 
St. and Lexington Ave., New York City, 
Sunday evening, February 13, the Rev. 
Dr. Russell Frank Auman was installed 
as pastor by the Rev. Ernest C. French, 
president of the New York Conference 
of the United Synod of New York. The 
charge to the congregation was given 
by Frederic C. Sutter, D.D., of Trinity 
Church, Staten Island, and the charge 
to the pastor by the Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Trexler, president of the synod. The 
new pastorate has begun under auspi- 
cious circumstances. 


Chaplain Ira S. Fritz, formerly pastor 
of St. James Church, Philadelphia, Pa., 
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has been promoted to the rank of cap- 
tain. Chaplain Fritz entered the United 
States Army February 1, 1943, and is 
stationed at Fort Knox, Kentucky. 


Newberry College 
NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and controlled by the U. L. C. A. 
Synods of South Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, 
and Florida. 


Accredited; coeducational; A.B. and B.S. 
degrees, with special training in Music, 


Business, Pre-Medicine, Pre-theology. 


Personal attention, healthful climate, 
Christian atmosphere, reasonable expenses. 


Terms under accelerated program begin 
March 1, July 1 and November 1. j 


For catalog write 
JAMES C. KINARD, President 


LLOYD A. POTTEIGER 


PAINTER and INTERIOR FINISHER 


222 S. Carol Boulevard 
Highland Park 
Sunset 3224 


Clarence G. Leatherman, D.D., has 
been pastor of Zion Church, Hummels- 
town, Pa., for twenty-one years, hav- 
ing been installed in that pastorate Feb- 
ruary 5, 1923. He succeeded the Rev. 
Herbert S. Garnes, and the length of 
his pastorate is exceeded by only one 
former pastor in the long history of 
Zion Church which was organized in 
1756: the Rev. Henry G. Stecher served 
as pastor from 1830 to 1854. 

The success of Dr. Leatherman’s min- 
istry in Zion Church is indicated by the 
following figures on parish activities: 
397 children baptized, 184 marriages, 
442 funerals, 821 members received, 668 
losses by death and removal; $88,576 
dollars contributed for benevolence, 
$126,384 for current expenses, $14,982 
given for endowment. A new pipe or- 
gan was also installed. 

Dr. Leatherman, a graduate of Roan- 
oke College and Gettysburg Seminary, 
was honored with the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity in 1928 by Gettysburg Col- 
lege. He has served as president and 
treasurer of the East Pennsylvania 
Synod, president and secretary of the 
Harrisburg Conference, and five times 
attended conventions of the United 
Lutheran Church as a delegate. On 
boards and committees his counsel has 
been valuable. 


The Rev. Dr. J. William McCauley of 
Salem, Va., is residing in Baltimore, 
Md., until after Easter, and has con- 
sented to aid in the evangelism program 
of All Saints Church, of which his 
brother, the Rev. Ernest R. McCauley, 
is pastor. 


President Fred C. Wiegman, D.D., of 
Midland College, Fremont, Nebr., has 
been appointed chairman of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce permanent civic post- 
war planning committee, composed of 
eight of the city’s leading men. 


Estimates and color schemes 


submitted on request. 


GY oui: GOWNS 


Confirmation Robes, Paraments. 
Fine materials, beautiful work. 
Pleasingly low prices. State your 
needs. Catalog, samples on re- 
quest. DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1127 S. 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 


The Finest in 


Organ Music...SOONER 


If your plans for a better, 
more worthy organ were 
halted by wartime condi- 
tions, zow you can do some- 
thing about it. 

Your order on the Moller 
Preferred List will assure 
you of earlier possession of 
The Artist of Organs—The 
Organ of Artists. Right zow 
a limited number of Moller 
craftsmen are ready to turn 
from producing instruments 
of war to planning organs 
of tonal beauty, quality and 
satisfaction. 

Write us today. Get your 
order on the post-war Pre- 
ferred List. Let us start plans 
for the organ you’ve always 
coveted. 


d 
MY OLLER. 
THE ARTIST OF ORGANS - THE ORGAN OF ARTISTS 


HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 


Upper Darby, Pa. 
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The RED CROSS Appeals 
this Month 


It is not the an- 
nual roll call, but 
the special program 
by which the hard 
conditions of war 
are tempered by 
the ministries of 
mercy. 


LET'S GIVE 


RED CROSS 
WAR FUND 


The Church approves the Red Cross and 
responds to its current appeal. 


NEW WRITERS NEEDED 


FREE DETAILS 
New writers needed to re-write ideas in 
newspapers, magazines and books. Splendid 
opportunity to ‘‘break into’ fascinating 
writing field. May bring you up to $5.00 per 
hour spare time. Experience unnecessary. 
Write today for details. NO OBLIGATION. 
Postcard will do. 
COMFORT WRITER’S SERVICE 

210-A5 South Seventh (2), St. Louis, Mo. 


Choir and Pulpit Gowns 
Hangings-Ornaments, Etc. 
THE C. E. WARD CO., NEW LONDON, 
OHIO 


Confirmation Gowns 
Rental Rates on Request. 
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CONGREGATIONS 


Austin, Tex. Reports at the annual 
congregational meeting held recently 
reveal that the First Church had a good 
year in 1943 despite the fact that the 
congregation was without a regular 
pastor most of the time. Excellent work 
was done by the supply pastors, Dr. 
C. B. Harman and Dr. John Bennetsch. 
Dr. Lewis P. Speaker came to this pas- 
torate in August and was installed in 
September. 

About two hundred people attended 
the annual meeting and banquet Jan- 
uary 28. The treasurer reported an in- 
come of $14,539 for the year. A budget 
of $11,900 was adopted for 1944. This 
amount does not include contemplated 
debt reduction or the amounts con- 
tributed by the various organizations of 
the parish. 

In November a beautiful parsonage 
was purchased in Pemberton Heights. 
A special finance committee is now en- 
gaged in a campaign to reduce the in- 
debtedness on the parsonage. The debt 
on the church building was reduced 
by about $3,000 during the past year. 

A large number of members of the 
parish are now engaged in a campaign 
of evangelism. Prospective members 
are being instructed Sunday nights in 
connection with the evening services. 


A large class is anticipated for Lent, in 
addition to a large class of young people 
who will be confirmed on Palm Sunday. 
Miss Lilith Schwab, one of our mis- 
sionaries on furlough from India, re- 
cently spent several days in the parish 
and brought inspiring messages to the 
Children of the Church, the Women of 
the Church, the Youth of the Church, 
and the entire congregation. E 


Baltimore, Md. Messiah Church, 
whose former pastor was R. C. Sorrick, 
D.D., now president of the Maryland 
Synod, during the year just closed paid 
the remaining debt account of mort- 
gage placed on the church property 
when the modern parish hall was built 
several years ago. The pastorate is now 
vacant, but Dr. John E. Graefe has ~ 
served in the capacity of acting pastor, 
and to him credit is due for the splen- 
did record of the congregation since 
they have been without a pastor. Dur- 
ing this time these people did not fail 
in their obligation to the work of the 
whole church, for as usual they not 
only paid the apportionment in full, but 
12% per cent in excess. It is planned to 
burn the mortgage when a new pastor 
is on the field. 


Chambersburg, Pa. Approval of the 
report of the remodeling fund commit- 
tee, recommending an immediate cam- 
paign for $30,000, was voted at the an- 
nual congregational meeting of the 
First Lutheran Church, the Rev. Carroll 
S. Klug pastor. The campaign will 
terminate on Easter, and will permit 
proceeding with the remodeling and 
restoration of the church plant. It will 
enable the remodeling of the recreation 
hall, the Sunday school and primary 
rooms, and construction of a connect- 
ing unit. The plans provide among 
other things for a large social hall, chil- 
dren’s chapel, individual classrooms, a 
church parlor, and restoration of the 
front of the church to its original design. 


Chicago, Ill. At Wicker Park Church, 
of which the Rey. Charles L. Venable 
is pastor, February 13-20 was called “A 
Week for the Lord.” At this time mem- 
bers of the church participated in the 


city-wide visitation of U. L. C. A. 
_churches just before the Lenten season 


to invite people not enrolled in churches 
to sign up for instruction in confirma- 
tion classes with a view to church 
membership on Palm Sunday. Visitors 
went out in pairs. The Rev. Oscar Carl- 


-son, secretary of evangelism of the U. L. 


C. A., directed the effort. 


Maple Shade, N. J. The Rev. Ralph 
J. Steinhauer was tendered a surprise 
party January 14 in the basement of 
Holy Trinity Church in honor of his 
tenth anniversary as pastor of this con- 
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gregation. About 175 members and 
friends were present. On this occasion 
the pastor was the recipient of a gown 
and a purse, and Mrs. Steinhauer was 
presented with a pin. Another surprise 
was a gift of a wallet to Mr. Peoples, 
leader of the Senior Choir, in honor of 
his birthday. The presentations were 
made by William Nicoll, who also spoke 
on the aims of the church for the 
future. 

Sunday, January 23, 217 Common 
Service Books were dedicated by Pas- 
tor Steinhauer. They are gifts and 
memorials from members and take the 
place of those that have been in use in 
the church for some years. On the in- 
side cover of each book is a picture of 
the church with the name of the donor. 


Oak Park, Ill. The Church of the 
Good Shepherd, the Rev. Ernest E. 
Habig pastor, has just completed a 
most successful year. This is a mission 
church, yet during the year 1943 benev- 
olence apportionment was paid 147 per 
cent. Also a first mortgage of $5,500, 
which was taken out in January 1939, 
was paid in full January 3, 1944. This 
necessitated the raising of almost 
$4,000 during the past year. This mort- 
gage was paid approximately seven 
years in advance of the contract re- 
quirement. ° 
_. Many improvements to the property 

and additions to the equipment were 
made during the year and paid in full. 
During the past two years 106 new 
members were added to the roll, and 
the communing membership increased 
from 103 to 190. The services are well 
attended and the organizations are 
functioning successfully, taking an 
active part in the whole program of the 
whole church. 


Peabody, Kan. St. Paul’s Church en- 
joyed another successful year. The re- 
ports given by the various organiza- 
tions at the annual congregational 
meeting were most encouraging: offer- 
ings for benevolence were nearly dou- 
bled, and for the fourth consecutive 
year the pastor’s salary was increased. 
Protestant services for German war 
prisoners in the local camp are being 
planned. K. deFreese, D.D.,; is pastor of 
this congregation that numbers 326 con- 
firmed members. 


Philo, Ohio. Mr. William S. Swingle 
of Montclair, N. J., presented St. John’s 
Church, Philo, with a set of white altar 
cloths in memory of his father, the late 
Dr. W. M. Swingle, who was a member 
of this congregation at the time of his 
death. 


Quicksburg, Va. Improvements have 
recently been made to Mt. Zion Church 
of the Quicksburg Parish, the Rev. 


March 15, 1944 


ae O* April 1, 1944, will appear the first number of 


THEOLOGY TODAY, a new religious quarterly 
edited by John A. Mackay and a group of distinguished 
American and Canadian clergymen and laymen, in- 
spired by the motto ‘The Life of Man in the Light of God.’’ 
This review will not discuss theology for its own sake; 
rather it will discuss today in the light of theology, thereby 
giving a real insight into the meaning of both theology 


and today. 
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Stephen E. Schullery pastor. A beau- 
tiful altar was recently dedicated, and 
Lutheran arrangements of the sanctuary 
add much to the impressiveness of the 
service. “But even more interesting,” 
writes Superintendent R. Homer An- 
derson in The Virginia Lutheran, “was 
the story told in the forty-five infant 
baptisms for 1943, nineteen confirma- 
tions, and an increase in the communing 
membership. When the car of the pas- 
tor was completely destroyed by fire, 
the members of the parish presented 
the pastor with $390 toward another. 
His salary was increased for the year 
1944, 


30th Anniversary 


J. Luther Sieber, D.D., on February 
12 rounded out thirty years as pastor of 


St. Mark Church, Roanoke, Va. Special ” 


recognition was given at the services 
the Sunday following. Members of the 
church council presented him with a 
gift to show the appreciation of his 
parishioners. 

In a local newspaper he is called 
“Dean of the Clergy” in an editorial, 
and the following tribute is paid him 
therein: 

“Dr. Sieber has not only lived in the 
community, but he has been a part of 
it, a useful, honored, respected figure, 
for more than a quarter of a century. 
It is not too late, we trust, to pay a de- 
served tribute in recognition of faithful 
and devoted service on the part of one 
whose citizenship has been without re- 
proach and whose Christian ministry 
undoubtedly has been a blessing to 
countless numbers.” 
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Send your Subscription Now—to the Business Office of 
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FOSTER BOOKS 
by Charles Foster 
that have enlight- 
ened the youth with 
Bible truths during 
three generations of 


Christian families. 
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Bible Pictures and What They Teach Us 1.50 
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Chicagoland’s Cultural and Clinical Treasures 
GRADUATE SCHOOL SUMMER SESSION 
Credit Courses—S.T.M.—S.T.D. 

July 31 to August 18, 1944 
Strong faculty including W. H. Greever 
(Ethics), Russell Dicks (Soul Therapy), 
H. Grady Davis (Preaching), Otto Heick 
(Historical Theology). 


Modest Costs—Early Enrolment desirable— 
Limited Dormitory space. 
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For fuller information, address 


President Charles B. Foelsch, Ph.D. 
MAYWOOD, ILLINOIS. 
{ 10th annual Pastors’ Convocation, May 8 to 11. 


{ Summer Quarter for undergraduates, May 22 
to July 29. 


THE ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


The downtown Lutheran Church of 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
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W. S. Dysinger, D.D., Pastor 
“We believe the Bible and preach the Gospel” 
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SYNOD 


The ninetieth annual convention of the Synod 
in Iowa will be held April 24-26 in St. Paul’s 
Church, Clinton, Iowa, the Rev. Maurice E. 
Lesher pastor. Synod will open with the Serv- 
ice of Holy Communion Monday, April 24, at 
4.00 P. M. The Rev. Jerome Miller will preach 
the Communion sermon. 

Ralph M. Krueger, Sec. 


OBITUARY 
Conrad Wilker, D.D. 


By the sudden departure of Conrad Wilker, 
D.D., into the more abundant Life on February 
28, 1944, the city of Allentown, Pa., St. Michael’s 
congregation, and the Ministerium of Pennsyl- 
vania together with its institutions sustained a 
distinct loss. Dr. Wilker was a man of congenial 
spirit, broad mind, able leadership, and unceas- 
ing activity. His absence from our midst will 
be keenly felt. 

His last act as a servant of the Church so dear 
to him was to conduct the Ash Wednesday serv- 
ice, although in much physical distress. He 
died several days later in the hospital from an 
acute heart attack. 

Besides his congregation, which because of its 
size required considerable time and effort, he 
served the Church at large in several outstand- 
ey capacities. 

ince 1930 he was a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Good Shepherd Home in Allen- 
town, and president thereof since 1936. In 1936 
he was made president of the Allentown Con- 
ference, an office which he held with distinc- 
tion for three successive terms; also an active 
member of the Board of Trustees of Muhlen- 
berg College, in which capacity he served until 
the time of his death. Although not an alumnus 
of that institution, he was honored by it ten 
years ago with the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 
In recognition of his ability, the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania in 1943 elected him as a member 
of its Executive Board. With all the positions 
of honor and responsibility that he held, he 
maintained a spirit of modesty and friendliness 
greatly appreciated, especially by his fellow 
clergy. 

Born at Tavistock, Ontario, Canada, March 
13, 1883, Dr. Wilker was a son of the late Henry 
and Barbara (Weicker) Wilker. Wagner College 
claims him as a distinguished alumnus of the 
class of 1903. His theological training was re- 
souee at the Philadelphia Seminary, ,¢lass of 
Ef 


Ordained by the Ministerium of New York, 
he began his ministry in St. Peter’s, Verona 
Mills, N. Y., 1906-1908. Later pastorates were 
Trinity, Toledo, Ohio, 1908-1911; Zion, Medford, 
Ore., 1911-1915; Prince of Peace, Philadelphia, 
1915-1917; Advent, Philadelphia, 1917-1926; St. 
Michael’s, Allentown, 1926-1944. 

As pastor of St. Michael’s, he was a worthy 
successor to the late Albert T. W. Steinhaeuser, 
D.D. During the last eighteen years, more than 
900 new members were brought within the fold 
and over $200,000 was received in contributions, 
one-fourth of which was for benevolent pur- 
poses. Under his leadership definite plans were 
being made and funds raised for an outstanding 
parish school. 

Surviving him are his wife, the former Emilie 
LaForte; and three children, Conrad of Palmer- 
‘ton, Pa.; Dorothea, wife of Dr. Donald Haff of 


Vi a Her Same Pa.; and Bernard of Linden, N. J. 


imple but largely attended services were 
held in St. Michael’s Church March 3, with the 
Rev. Harvey C. Snyder, Nazareth, Pa., president 
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-tion durin; 


of the Allentown Conference, as liturgist, and - 


Emil E. Fischer, D.D., president of the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania, bringing a comforti 
message. Members of St. Michael’s vestry serve 
as pallbearers. The body was laid to rest in 
Arlington Memorial Park near Allentown. 

A. S. Deibert. 


William H. Derr, D.D. 


former pastor of Trinity Church, Pasadena, 
Calif., and four times president of the Synod of 
California, died February 11, and was buried 
from Trinity Church the following Monday. 
The Rev. D. Edward Wright, U. S. Navy Chap- 
lain, Howard A. Anspach, D.D., Herbert J. 
Weaver, D.D., and Daniel J. Snyder, D.D., of- 
ficiated. 

William Herbert Derr was born at McEwens- 
ville, Pa., November 19, 1869, to Reuben and 
Mary Derr. Educated there in the public schools, 
he first became a printer, in which business he 
engaged for several years, when full-time serv- 
ice in the church challenged him. Feeling a 
definite call to the ministry, he enrolled in the 
preparatory school of Susquehanna University 
at Selinsgrove, Pa., where he supported himself 
by working at his trade, later graduating from 
both the liberal arts and theological depart- 
ments of the school. 

Ordained at Lewisburg, Pa., in 1903, he served 
two parishes in his native state before coming 
to California. They were a country parish out 
of Montoursville, and after that at Downing- 
town. He was called to become pastor of Trin- 
ity congregation, Pasadena, Calif., in 1912, which 
was then a mission. Under his leadership the 
eongregation became self-supporting and en- 
joyed a steady growth. In 1927 the present 
beautiful church was built. In 1935, after 
twenty-three years of faithful service, his 
strength having been overtaxed by the heavy 
financial burdens of the congregations in the 
worst depression years, he resigned because of 
ill health. 

After five years of semi-retirement, in 1940 
he was elected president of the synod, and was 
head of that body during its golden jubilee 
year. During his incumbency his alma mater 
honored him with the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity. Twenty years previously he had served 
two terms as president. While still president 
of synod, when his close friend, the Rev. D. 
Edward Wright was commissioned a chaplain 
in the U. S. Navy, Dr. Derr became interim 
pastor, serving for two years, when ill health 
again overtook him, and he resigned. Stricken 
with a_heart attack the Sunday preceding his 
death, he was taken to the Pasadena Lutheran 
Hospital, where he seemed to be improving 
steadily. Then came word of his passing early 
Friday morning. e 

Of a family of four children, Dr. Derr, who 
never married, is survived by one brother, 
Charles, of Milton, Pa., and this brother’s chil- 
dren, who are Clarence L. Derr of Pasadena, 
Ralph of Pittsburgh, Herbert of Flushing, Long 
Island, and Sylvia. Derr, in Red Cross service 
in England. 

Besides his work in the parish of Trinity 
Church, Pasadena, throughout which community 
he was held in highest regard both within and 
without the congregation, to Dr. Derr must be 
attributed to a great extent the success of work 
among young people in the Southern Confer- 
ence of the synod. He was on the first com- 
mittee, and one of the directors and leaders of 
Camps David and Ruth, boys’ and girls’ moun- 
tain camps of the conference, from organization 
to the time of his death. He likewise was fore- 
most among those who organized the Southern 
District Luther League, the first three presidents 
of which came from his congregation. 

Congenial, considerate, self-effacing, self-sac- 
rificing, his memory lives on in Trinity Parish 
and synod in the love and esteem of his beloved 
people, for his works do follow him. 

H. A. Anspach. 


Mrs. Mary B. Sigmund 


widow of William S. Sigmund, D.D., entered 
into rest at her home in Columbus, Ind., Feb- 
ruary 18. 

Mary Bill was born September 9, 

Moore’s Hill, Ind., the daughter of Charles and 
Kate Bill. As a child she came to Columbus. 
The an home was across the street from the 
First Lutheran Church, which was organized 
in 1893. The Rev. William Sigmund was the 
first pastor of this congregation and the Bill 
family gave him much assistance. September 
12, 1900, Mary. Bill was united in marriage with 
the Rev. Mr. Sigmund. For nine years she was 
his gracious assistant in the work in Columbus. 
The church became a self-supporting congrega- 
this time. From 1909 to 1913, the 
Sigmund family lived in Indianapolis, Ind., 
where Pastor Sigmund served St. Mark’s con- 
gregation. For many years he served as secre- 
tary of the Olive Branch Synod of the General 
Synod, and also as president for one term. His 
untimely death occurred June 5, 1913. 

Mrs. Sigmund returned to Columbus, and en- 
tered into the work of the First Lutheran 
Church. For years she taught in the Sunday 
school and was president of the Ladies’ So- 
ciety. She was faithful in church attendance 
and had an excellent communion record. For 
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many years her health had been failing. She 
was unable to be present at the golden anniver- 
sary services last June of the church which her 
husband founded. 

~ Surviving Mrs. Sigmund are one son, Dr. 
William B. Sigmund, a major in the medical 
corps, stationed in New Guinea; two grand- 
daughters, Gretchen and Christina Sigmund; 
and one sister, Mrs. Margaret Talley, all of 
Columbus. 

The funeral service was held in First Lu- 
theran Church, Columbus, February 21, and was 
conducted by her pastor, the Rev. Bertel S. 
Larsen. Her body was laid to rest beside her 
husband in Garland Brook Cemetery, Columbus. 

Bertel S. Larsen. 


Miss Marion Louise Becker 


daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. Allen O. Becker 
of Princeton, Ill., died in the General Hospital, 
Los Angeles, Calif. The body was brought to 
’ Princeton and services were held from St. Mat- 
thew Church of that city. The Rev. T. B. 
Hersch, former pastor of St. Matthew’s and a 
classmate of the Rev. Mr. Becker, officiated. 
Burial took place in Oakland Cemetery. 
Marion Louise Becker was born in Guntur, 
India, December 28, 1907, where her parents 
were missionaries. She came to the United States 
as a small child. She, with her mother, sister 
and brother survived the sinking of the Titantic 
as they were making the crossing of the 
Atlantic. For the past several years Miss 
Becker has resided in California. 
Miss Becker is survived by her parents; a 
sister, Mrs. Ruth Blanchard of Manhattan, Kan.; 
and a brother, Richard, of St. Louis, Mo. 


RESOLUTIONS 


The Rev. Gustave A. Benze, D.D. 


With profound sorrow, the Board of Managers 
of the Lutheran Home for the Aged at Erie, 
Pa., record the death of the Rev. Gustave A. 
Benze, D.D. 

The Lutheran Home for the Aged is a living 
memorial to the prayers, the vision and the 
consecrated devotion of the late Dr. Benze. For 
many years before the founding of the Home he 
had prayed and planned for the building of a 
haven of refuge for those in the evening of life, 
to which might come aged ones of every class 
and color and creed. 

His prayers and vision came to fruit when, 
on July 24, 1906, the Lutheran Home for the 
Aged was chartered by the Court of Common 
Pleas of Erie County, Pennsylvania, and the 
Home began its ministry. 

The Rev. Dr. Benze was the first president 
of the Board of Managers of the Home, and 
continued to serve in that capacity until his 
death, a period of over thirty-seven years. In 
all that time he gave to the Home the benefit of 
his wisdom, judgment, and foresight. He was 
never absent from a meeting of the Board of 
Managers except when called out of the city 
upon the business of the Church. 

Under his wise leadership the Home grew 
from a humble beginning in a single frame 
dwelling to its present status, with property 
valuation in excess of $100,000 and a Home fam- 
ily of over seventy residents. 

During the years of his leadership the first 
unit of a permanent building was completed in 
1925. He lived to see this building free of debt, 
and a substantial fund provided for the further 
enlargement of the Home. His vision caused 
him ever to pray and plan for wider and more 
effective fields of service. 

Pre-eminently, the finest contribution which 
Dr. Benze made to the life of the Home was in 
the spiritual ministry and care he gave to the 
members of the Home family. He was their 
pastor in the truest sense of the word. He com- 
forted the sick, he consoled the lonely, and to 
the dying he showed the light of God’s eternal 
love. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, that we, the members of the Board 
of Managers of the Lutheran Home for the 
Aged, give thanks and praise to Almighty God 
for the life and the labors of the Rev. Gustave 
A. Benze, D.D., and for the privilege which was 
ours to have been guided and inspired by him, 
and to have labored with him; and that we 
- herewith record our deep sense of loss and our 
profound sorrow in that he is taken from us 
by death. Be it 

Resolved further, that the secretary be in- 
structed to send a copy of these resolutions to 
Mrs. Gustave A. Benze personally, a copy to 
Tue LuTHERAN, a copy to The Lutheran Monthly, 
a copy to The Erie Dispatch-Herald, a copy to 
The Erie Daily Times, and that these resolu- 
tions shall become a part of the permanent 
record of the Lutheran Home for the Aged. 

Sheldon S. Schweikert, Pres. 
Raymond P. Leemhuis, Sec. 


MARRIED 


Simon-Weiss. At St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
New Castle, Pa., in the presence of guests and 
the congregation on Sunday morning, February 
13, Mrs. argaret Weiss and the Rev. A. E. 
Simon, pastor of the congregation, were united 
in marriage by Dr. Joshua Miller, pastor 
emeritus of the congregation. 
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OUR LATEST CONFIRMATION GIFT BOOKLETS 


THE ORDER FOR CONFIRMATION 


This booklet is intended to meet the demand for a 
confirmation gift book, with certificate, which provides 
The Order for Confirmation as contained in the Com- 
mon Service Book. 


Pages are beautifully ornamented with appropriate 
designs, some in vari-colored and others in gray-tone 
effects. 


Twelve pages, with stiff card cover decorated in 
color and-bound with silk cord. Size, 5 x 7% inches. 
With envelope. Price, 30 cents each; $3.00 a dozen. 


Confirmation 


YOUR FIRST YEAR—By W. Robert Miller 


A practical confirmation gift booklet written with an 
abundance of applications designed to help the young 
Christian become an asset to the church and to himself. 


Ten chapters stress the importance of a strong begin- 
ning of confirmed membership in the church. Additional 
pages include an attractive certificate, space for con- 
firmation verse, hymn, class signatures, etc. 


Each chapter is preceded by an arresting two color 
illustration. Made up with special cover with full color 
front cover design. Price, 30 cents a copy; $3.00 a dozen. 


CONFIRMATION CANDLES—By Paul J. Hoh 


As in a dream, the tired old sexton sees in the sixteen 
altar candles, just lighted for the confirmation service, 
the faces of members of former classes, each picturing 
graphically in chapter studies, some attitude or activity 
either bringing their confirmation vow to blessed or par- 
tial fruition, or to no good end. 


Confirmation 
Candles 


This booklet also includes a certificate, pages for con- 
firmation verse, hymn, names of class, etc. Attractively 
bound in white art paper cover. With envelope. Price, 
25 cents a copy; $2.40 a dozen. 
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Only $25 to $35 


Secures This Electric Bulletin 


Build your own cabinet from our 
blue prints, and we supply steel 
sign panel and letter equipment. 
Hundreds of churches are thus se- 
curing an electric bulletin at great 
savings. Send for information. 


H. E. WINTERS SPECIALTY CO. 
308, E. 4th St. Dayenport, lowa 
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Gowns for Pulpit and Choir 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern hang- 
ings, bookmarkers, communion linens, materials 
cut out. Catalogue and samples on request. 


Office and Salesroom 
J.M HALL INC.14.W. 40th St., New York 
. > * Tel. CHickering 4-3306 
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Delhi, New York. Tel. Delhi 33F21 
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List of 108 Mission Congregations* 
—in need of new building programs 
—as of February 15, 1944 


CALIFORNIA SYNOD 
Inglewood, Calif., Holy pF ater 
Los Angeles, Calif., Beverly Hills 
Vallejo, Calif., St. Paul’s 
North Long Beach, Calif., New Mission 
San Mateo. Calif., New Mission 
Altadena, Calif., New Mission 


CANADA SYNOD 
Ottawa, Ont., St. Peter's 
Montreal, Que., St. Michael's 
Timmins, Ont., Finnish 
Sudbury, Ont., Christ 
Sudbury, Ont., St. Matthew’s 
Toronto, Ont., Agricola 
Windsor, Ont., Trinity-St. Paul’s 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA SYNOD 
Johnstown, Pa., Christ 
Larchmont, Pa., Messiah 
Schickshinny, Pa., St. Luke’s 
Saye sear Pa., St. Matthew’s 
Philadelphia, Pa., Luther Memorial 
Willow Grove, Pa., Holy Trinity 


FLORIDA SYNOD 
Jacksonville, Fla., St. Mark’s 
Tampa. Fla., St. Paul’s , 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA SYNOD 
Atlanta, Ga., Messiah : 
Elberton, Ga., Holy Trinity 
Macon, Ga., Redeemer 
Mobile, Ala., St. Paul’s 


ICELANDIC SYNOD 
Foam Lake, Sask., United 


ILLINOIS SYNOD 

Chicago, Ill., Edgebrook 

Chicago, Ill., Gladstone Park 

St. Louis, Mo., Mizpah 

St. Louis, Mo., Uni 

Springfield, Hl., Luther Memorial 
arrenville, Ill., Warrenville 

St. Louis, Mo., Advent 


INDIANA SYNOD 
Hammond, Ind., First 
Speedway, Ind., St. Andrew 
erre Haute, Ind., Unity 


IOWA SYNOD 
Sioux City, Ia., St. Luke’s 
Mason City, Ia., Central 


KANSAS SYNOD 
Fort Smith, Ark., St. Luke’s 


KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE SYNOD 
Memphis, Tenn., First 
Covington, Ky., Zion 


MANITOBA SYNOD 
Dominion City, Man., St. Paul’s 


MARYLAND SYNOD 

Baltimore, Md., Ascension 

Capitol Heights, Md., St. Andrew's 
Silver Spring, Md., St. Luke's 
Washington, D. C., Holy Comforter 
Baltimore, Md., Luther Memorial 
Baltimore, Md., Redeemer 
Linthicum Heights, Md., St. John’s 


MICHIGAN SYNOD 
Detroit, Mich., Holy Communion 
Jackson, Mich., Immanuel 


MIDWEST SYNOD 
None 


MISSISSIPPI SYNOD 
Jackson, Miss., Trinity 


NEBRASKA SYNOD 
Scribner, Nebr., United 


ECCLESIA PLANTANDA 


(The Church must be planted) 


Listed on this page are one hundred and 
eight mission congregations at present in need 
of and planning new church buildings pro- 
grams. They look to their Synods and to The 
Board of American Missions for guidance and 
financial assistance in the great task before 
them—rearing temples to the glory of God. 


$3,000,000 will be required for these build- 
ing programs. The funds will be provided as 
follows: 


—one-third in cash by the Congregations, 
augmented by gifts and some loans from 
Synodical sources; 


4a 
—nearly one-third on commercial first mort- 
' gage loans; 


—the remainder, which will exceed one-third, 
on second mortgage loans from the Church 
Extension funds of The Board of American 
Missions. 


The Church Extension Fund is a perma- 
nent, revolving, loan fund—a vital tool, and 
helping hand of the Church, The fund grows 
chiefly ‘from special contributions by indi- 
viduals and Congregations. 


fo ' Please send inquiries and contributions to 


The United Lutheran Church in America 
The Board of American Missions 


39 East 35th Street 
New York City 16, N. Y. 


“In addition 296 parsonages are needed. 
' 


NEW YORK SYNOD 
Binghamton, N. Y., Prince of Peace 
Cresskill, N. J., Our Saviour 
Dumont, N. J., Our Redeemer 
Dunellen, N. J., St. Luke’s 
Flushing, L. I., N. Y., Christ 
Kenmore, N. Y., St. Mark’s 
Mt. Kisco, N. Y., Resurrection 
Brewster, N. Y.. Trinity 
New Hyde Park, N. Y., Gloria Dei 
North Arlington, N. J., Grace 
North Valley Stream, N. Y., Atonement 
Schenectady, N. Y., Second 
Lawrence, Mass., United 
Ridgefield, N, J., Zion 
Brooklyn, N. Y., IN Trinity 
Franklin Square, N. Y., Ascension 
Little Neck, L. I., N. Y., Christ 
New York City, N. Y., Calvary 
St. Albans, L. I., N. Y., Prince of Peace 
Snyder, N. Y., Ascension 
Stewart Manor, N. Y., St. James’ 


NORTH CAROLINA SYNOD 
None 


NORTHWEST SYNOD 
Butte, Mont., United 
Fort Atkinson, Wisc., Trinit; 
Green Bay, Wisc., Resurrection 
Kenosha, Wisc., Trinity 
Milwaukee, Wisc., St. Peter’s 
Portage, Wisc., Bethlehem 
South Beloit, Ill., Faith 
Wisconsin Dells, Wisc., Bethany 
Two Rivers, Wisc., New Mission 
Minneapolis, Minn., Faith 


NOVA SCOTIA SYNOD | 
one 


OHIO SYNOD 
Columbus, O., Holy Trinity 
Dayton (Oakwood), O., Our Saviour 
Lorain, O., Christ 


PACIFIC SYNOD 
Eugene, Ore., United 
Juneau, Alaska, Resurrection 
Portland, Ore., St. Mark’s 
Salem, Ore., American 
Vancouver, B. C., Redeemer 


PENNSYLVANIA MINISTERIOM 
Allentown, Pa., Redeemer 
Philadelphia, Pa., Holy Spirit 
Philadelphia, Pa., Redemption 
Philadelphia, Pa., Reformation 
Wilmington, Del., Brandywine-Hundred 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD 
Erie, Pa., Immanuel 
Etna, Pa., Bethlehem 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN SYNOD 
None 


SLOVAK-ZION SYNOD 
None 


SOUTH CAROLINA SYNOD 
Whitmire, S. C., St. Timothy 


TEXAS SYNOD 
San Antonio, Tex., Faith 
Houston, Tex., Grace 
Houston, Tex., Redeemer 


VIRGINIA SYNOD 
Arlington, Va., Resurrection 
Front Royal, Va., Good Shepherd 
Newport, Tenn., Holy Trini 
Konnarock Parish, Va., St. Matthew 


WARTBURG SYNOD 
West Allis, Wisc., Luther Memorial 


WEST VIRGINIA SYNOD 
None 


